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“Jesus Saves Us When We Are Lost in Political Anxiety”


The Second Sunday in Lent							      February 28, 2010
Reverend Randolph Sherren						          Berea Lutheran Church


Old Testament Lesson								        Jeremiah 26:8-15
Epistle Lesson									   Philippians 3:17-4:1
Gospel Lesson										Luke 13:31-35

When it comes to explaining life, you simply cannot beat the word of God.  I’m going to read three sections of scripture to you this morning.  The first is Ecclesiastics 1:4-10; “A generation goes and a new generation comes, but the earth remains forever.  The sun rises and the sun goes down and hastens to the place where it rises.  The wind blows to the south and goes around to the north, round and round goes the wind and on its circuit the wind returns.  All streams run to the sea, but the sea is not full.  To the place where the streams flow, there they flow again.  What has been is what will be and what has been done is what will be done and there is nothing new under the sun.  Is there a thing of which there is said, “See this is new.”  It has already been in the ages before us.”  

I’m going to read to you parts of Psalm 2.  “Why do the nations conspire?  Why do the peoples plot in vain?  The kings of the earth set themselves and the rulers take council together against the Lord and against his anointed.  They say, ‘Let us burst their bonds asunder and cast their cords from us.’  He who sits in the heavens laughs.  The Lord has them in derision.  Then he will speak to them in his wrath and terrify them in his fury saying, ‘I have set my king on Zion my holy hill.’”  

The final section I want to read is in Isaiah 40:6-8.  “A voice says, ‘Cry’ and I say, ‘What shall I cry?’  The answer is cry, ‘All flesh is grass and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.  The grass withers, flower fades when breath of the Lord blows upon it.  Surely the people are grass.  The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.’”  

What do those words mean?  They mean a whole lot of things.  They mean that when Adolph Hitler was shouting about a thousand year kingdom.  God who sits in the heavens yawned at first and then he laughed out loud.  Then he wept and then he said, “Adolph you sick, deluded man, you are going to end up 988 years short of your dream.”  

These words mean that when Stalin decided to establish and atheistic-communist empire and was willing the cause the death of thirty million of his own citizens to do it, God who sits in the heavens said, “Well Joseph I have seen this before, and I will put an end to you and your plans.  And I will replace this lazy Russian church with a new movement which will be a vibrant and living thing in the 21st Century.”

These words of scripture mean when Mao Tse Tung took over China in 1945 with plans to eliminate the five million Christians in his country, God who sits in the heavens said well, “I’ve seen this before” and then he laughed.  Then he turned to Gabriel and he told Gabriel, “When Richard Nixon comes to visit China in the 1970’s, the number of Christians in China will have grown from five million to fifty million simply despite Mao Tse Tung.”  
These words from scripture mean that with all the anxiety in the Lutheran Church today, the fourth largest Lutheran Church in the world is the Lutheran Church of Tanzania.  

These words from God’s word mean that when we get all bent out of shape with political anxiety about the way things are going in the world, when they really do start to convince us that the sky is falling this time, there are things that we should remember.  We should remember that he who sits in the heavens has seen it all before and he is not too worked up over it all.  It saddens him, but it doesn’t really change his plans.

We should remember that if our particular culture and our particular institutions crumble and go the way of all flesh because of our greed and because of our selfishness, that won’t put a big dent in God’s plan either.  Because in reality we need him and he doesn’t need us.  He doesn’t need our culture, he doesn’t need our institutions.  Maybe we can get all anxious about it when we think we see them crumbling, but God doesn’t get all that anxious about it.  

It is good for us to remember that as important as current events are to us, and as anxious as this can make us, God has seen it all before.  God has endured it all before.  God has overcome it all before.  And though he is sadden by the mess that people make of things, he is not terribly anxious about it.  He is not terribly worried that he will be defeated by the mess people make of this world.  No matter how anxious we get, God doesn’t get too anxious about it.  

The Old Testament Lesson that was just read refers to the problems of Jeremiah with the people of his day.  He warned them over and over and over again, to put first the kingdom and his righteousness or God would find somebody else to do his work.  They told Jeremiah--somewhat in the manner of 21st Century Americans--that such a thing would never happen because they were the apple of God’s eye.  They were the epitome of progress in the world and God needed them.  Their wealth, their cultural, their moral superiority demonstrated the truth of what they said.  So God would continue to bless them no matter what they did.  

About 25 miles north of Jerusalem in those days there was a ruin people used to go visit.  It was a ruin of an old town named Shiloh.  That’s where the first temple had been until God got fed up with it and had it knocked down.  Jeremiah told these people, “If you are so convinced that God needs you, then go up to Shiloh and look at what happens to people who think they have God over a barrel.  Looks what happens to people who worry and are anxious about their own institutions and own culture more that they are worried about God’s will.”  Jeremiah’s point was that they should focus on God’s purposes more than they focus on their own comfort, their own desires, their own culture, and their own institutions.  But this was not a welcome message.  

Six hundred years later, a group of friendly Pharisees in Galilee tell Jesus that he had better be careful:  “You better watch out Jesus because Herod is angry with you and Herod is out to get you.  You better be careful.”  This Herod that said this was Herod Antipas.  He was the son of Herod the Great who had tried to kill Jesus when Jesus was an infant in Bethlehem.  So it sort of ran in the family.  Jesus was not that much all afraid of either Herod.  He wasn’t afraid of Herod the father and he wasn’t afraid of Herod the son either.  Neither Herod could make Jesus terribly anxious or worried.  The response of Jesus to the warning was, “You go tell that fox, ‘Look I cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow and the third day I finish my course.’  I don’t care what he says.”  Calling Herod a fox was an insult.  These people thought of foxes the way Montana ranchers think of wolves.  They are sneaky, they are destructive and to call a man a fox was to call him worthless and insignificant.  Jesus called Herod worthless and insignificant and the truth is that the word Jesus used is actually in the feminine gender.  So it appears that Jesus actually called Herod, a female fox.  He called him a vixen, fussy old vixen.  I guess that makes the insult even greater.  At least is makes it clear, that Jesus was not anxious or worried about Herod Antipas.

The words of Jesus mean, “What should God care if some insignificant world ruler like Herod makes threats.  Why do the nations rage and why do people imagine a vain thing?  He who sits in the heavens laughs; he will smash them like clay pots with a rod of iron.  Tell Herod I don’t care.  His threats and plans will not change my plans; his anger in no way causes me anxiety.  I have real threats to deal with.  I will be casting out demons and I will be curing serious diseases and I will be speaking the grace of God to lost people.  His father is long dead and God’s work goes on.  I’ve seen this sort of thing before and I am not worried about Herod.”

Jesus then went on to say that God’s enemies weren’t the problem.  That is a very interesting part of this Gospel Lesson.  Jesus went on to say that God’s enemies weren’t the problem.  The problem was the supposed friends of God down in Jerusalem.  That was the problem.  Jesus says, “Nevertheless I must go on my way today and tomorrow and the day following for it cannot be that a prophet should perish away from Jerusalem.”  Jesus is saying, “I have nothing to fear from my enemies.  It’s my friends.”

Martin Luther King Jr. said, “The shouting in the streets does not concern me nearly as much as does the silence in the churches.”  Martin Luther King Jr. said, “I’m not too concerned about my enemies.  It’s my supposed friends in the churches that are more concerned about their comfort than God’s will.  That’s what really concerns me.”  This is Jesus’ thought exactly; “Tell Herod I don’t fear the enemies of God because I’m on the road to die at the hands of the friends of God.”  He then poured out the pain in his heart over the friends of God.  “Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing the prophets and stoning those who were sent to you.  How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood of chicks under her wings and you would not come!  Look your house is forsaken.”

The point is that God doesn’t spend a lot of emotionally energy worrying about the things that we tend to worry about.  We tend to get all bent out of shape with anxiety about political events, corrupt government, recalcitrant people, evil threats to peace, but this stuff doesn’t bother God all that much.  He has seen it before thousands of times and a lot worse.  It has caused all sorts of suffering, but it has never stopped God or his determination to redeem his world and those who will turn to him for salvation.  Tyrants die, evil plans fall into the dust, empires fall, governments come and go, proud humans make threats and they make plans that don’t include God.  But to God these things are bugs on the windshield and not much more than that.

The friends of God continue to worry and be anxious about the wrong things.  The friends of God continue to ignore their own destructive habits and continue to wreak havoc in their own lives and the lives of the people they love.  The friends of God continue to put a low priority on the things of God that really count.  The friends of God continue to spend more of their energy complaining about things they cannot control that God will make right anyway and too little of their energy rejoicing in the truly important facts of life.  What are those truly important facts of life?  This is God’s world.  This is God’s world and he continues to create it day by day, and we should be rejoicing in that fact and not complaining about the other things.  

Here is another important fact:  through the sacrificial death of Christ on the cross of Calvary the greatest power in the world, that is God’s redeeming grace, has flooded this world with forgiveness and second chances and that is something about which to rejoice.  Yet we spend our energy worrying and complaining.

Here is another important fact:  in the resurrection of Christ, God’s promise of new life has charged and renewed this tired old world for those who see it.  The presence of the Holy Spirit continues to melt away the crud of life, more powerfully than the spring sun melts away the dirty snow and ice of a hard winter.  

What breaks God’s heart is that his friends spend their lives in complaining about things that are out of their control rather than rejoicing over what God has given.

The friends of God continue to stand knee deep in a river dying of thirst.

I began this morning with the statement “When it comes to explaining life, one cannot beat the word of God.”  I stand by that and I conclude with the same statement “When it comes to explaining life one cannot beat the word of God.”  I would also like to comment on the fact of how many wonderful things pass through our lips without really sinking in to our hearts and minds.  How many wonderful things are prepared and set before us that just sort of slide by that we don’t even notice.  I’d like to prove that point by asking you to open your service folder to pages 5 and 6 because I’m going to conclude the sermon with the responsive reading of Psalm 37.  This is the word of God, this is not my opinion, this Gods opinion, this God’s truth.  “It is high time we stop complaining about the dissipation of our world or the corruption of our society.  At the same time we eye with envy those ungodly characters who appear to have more fun or to be more successful than we are.  If we really trust in God and were truly committed to His purposes, the world might be a great deal better off today.  God is in our world.  He is destined to be the source of our joy and well-being.  He is the fulfillment of our hearts’ desires.  If we dedicate our lives to Him and His will, He will be able to work through us, to permeate this world’s darkness with divine light.  Let’s keep our cool and try to be patient.  Stop worrying about the apparent hopelessness of it all.  We only contribute to this despair by always being negative and defeatist.  God has not taken a vacation; He is here.  He has His own way of dealing with the instigators of corruption.  It will take time, but the victory is ultimately God’s.  Those who live within God’s will shall, surely discover that His purposes prevail, that true joy and peace and security come from Him.  Let us wait on God and seek daily to obey Him.  He is our salvation and our security, and nothing in this world can take that away from us.  Let us calm our hostilities, overcome our anxieties, and walk in peace and love.”  That’s not bad.  When it comes to explaining life you cannot beat the word of God.  I wonder where you can get a copy of this to take home with you?

