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“Someday I’m Going To Be A Star”


The Day of Epiphany								          January 3, 2010
Reverend Randolph Sherren						          Berea Lutheran Church


Old Testament Lesson									   Isaiah 60:1-6
Epistle Lesson									        Ephesians 3:2-12
Gospel Lesson									           Mathew 2:1-12


This past week, I have been thinking about two people.  One is a little kid that I don’t even know, and the other is Greg Gagne—used to be shortstop for the Minnesota Twins.  The little kid I don’t even know, I’ve been thinking about because when I was in third grade I lived in the city of Milwaukee.  I was a member of one of the largest Lutheran churches in the city of Milwaukee, and our Christmas program for the Sunday school had hundreds of kids in it.  In third grade I was chosen to be one of the kings.  I thought that was really pretty great, because I had a crown, and I had a gift to carry, and robes, and all that sort of thing.  Then when it came time to practice I realized that that wasn’t the greatest part, because there was a kid that they dressed up like a star.  I don’t know how tall he was, but the star was as big as he was.  It was like one of these sandwich board things—it was on the front and on the back.  He was the star, and he came down the aisle and we followed him.  I’ve been thinking about that kid this week, and how he got to be the star.  I was thinking about maybe someday we would all be stars.  

This Greg Gagne thing, I was thinking about him because after the Twins won the World Series—I believe it was 1987—they were interviewing the players.  One of the first players they interviewed was Greg Gagne.  They said, “Greg, how does this make you feel having won the World Series?”  He said, “The greatest moment in my life was when I surrendered my life to my Lord Jesus Christ.  But this is definitely the second greatest thing that has ever happened to me.”  And this week I’ve been thinking about that and I thought, “You know, Greg Gagne was a star.  That was being a star.  Not just a baseball star, but being a star that by his very life, and by his very simple statement pointed other people to Christ.”  

And that’s the point I want to make.  A long time ago there was a star or something in the sky and that led these three Magi to Jesus.  But the fact is that opportunity is there for every one of us yet today--that we can be stars.  We can be stars that help other people find Christ.  This way of being a star is quite different from what we usually mean by a star.  In our society a star is someone who knows how to focus on himself or herself.  Because they are so good at focusing on themselves they get everybody around them to also focus on them.  The world focuses on their accomplishments—not that they’re really important accomplishments.  Maybe they starred in a movie of all things.  Well, that’s no great accomplishment, but that can make somebody a star.  People focus on them, and they are given people’s attention, and then they can bask in this attention that they get.  Then their picture is on television, and in magazines, and in the paper, and we look at them and we praise them for their looks.  We say, “Oh, you are so handsome.  You are so beautiful.”  Then we even look at their hair.  We say, “Oh, look at how her hair is done.”  “Or, look at how his hair is done.  The beard he has.  Isn’t that something?”  We focus on the star, and are so amazed at how wonderful they are.

There is even an industry that focuses on the clothing of stars.  See how they dress.  We’re going to have a program, but before we have the program we’re going to have another program and we’re going to look at how all the stars are dressed.  We’re going to talk about who made their clothes, and how much their clothing cost, and how wonderful they look in their clothing.  Then we’re going to look at their jewelry.  These people are stars!  So we’re going to look at their jewelry.  

Then we’re going to have a special on the homes of the stars.  We’re going to go into their homes and we’re going to see how they live.  We’re going to talk about how much their homes cost, and how many homes they have, and how ridiculously over-homed they are.  And we’re going to celebrate this because they are stars.  

Then we’re going to look at the cars they own.  Not just the one car, but many cars they own.  And the big garages where they keep their cars.  And how much their cars cost, because after all these people are stars, and we want to focus on them.

Then we’re going to talk about the money they have, and how much they got paid for doing this last movie, and how much they get paid for every performance.  We’re going to think of who makes the most money, and then we’re going to rank them, because these people are stars.  

Then we’re going to actually pay attention to the vacations of the stars.  We’re going to look at the destinations—where the stars go.  

Then if it’s an election year, we’re actually going to ask the stars for their political opinions.  Because if a star says it, my goodness it must be important!  There must have been some thought went into it, because this person after all is a star!  

Then stars have their causes, and so people support their causes.  It could be starving Pekinese dogs in Hollywood, or whatever.  But you have a cause, because you’re a star.  

Then, well, we actually celebrate the sins of the stars.  Yes, the stars even though they are stars, they are sinful people and they make mistakes.  And so we celebrate the sins of the stars.  Then we argue whether to forgive them or not.  And we forgive them, because after all they are stars. 

This is all, of course, utter nonsense.  The trouble is that it’s taken seriously.  And the second trouble is that it infects the way people think.  By nature there is something in every one of us that wants to be a star.  A star can say, “My life is worthwhile because I am being noticed.  I am being the center of this.”  It’s kind of the way it works sometimes at some weddings.  You go to a wedding and sometimes the mother of the bride just can’t get it into her head that she is not the star of that wedding.  And that’s the way we are in our homes, where we work, in our churches, wherever we live in our neighborhoods, it infects the way we approach life.  We want to be noticed.  We want to be revered.  We want people’s attention.  There is a drive within us to be a star.  So we can say, “My life is worthwhile because I am being noticed.”  That’s not a very nice part of being a human being.  It just doesn’t get us any place.  

I go back to thinking about this little kid in front of me in the children’s program, and thinking about Greg Gagne.  The interviewer tried to get Greg Gagne to focus on himself, and Greg Gagne simply said, “Well, I guess winning a World Series is fine, but this is nothing compared to the moment I surrendered my life to my Lord Jesus.”  In doing that Greg Gagne was saying, “The World Series is nice, but Christ, Christ is what’s really important.  And as long as I’ve got this few minutes here on television, I would like to point to Him.”  

By the grace of God, Jesus of Nazareth has come into this world, and he’s come into this world to instill in us, by the power of his Holy Spirit, that same attitude toward life.  That we don’t bask in our own importance; that we don’t want to be the center of attention; that the goal of our life is to point the way to Christ.  We have accomplishments, and we can be good people, and we can do great things, but the joy of our life is to point to God.

This is not a series of beliefs that we have.  It is rather an attitude that we have in our lives.  It is a way of living.  It is a way of living that enables us to communicate to other people that life is good.  Life is good.  It is so good to be alive.  How is that being a star?  It is being a star because it is saying, “My confidence in God is such, that I believe it is good to be alive.  I’m aware of all the rotten stuff in the world.  I’m aware of all the rotten people in the world.  I have my trials; I have my tribulations, but I am so confident in the goodness of the creating God, that I think it’s good to be alive.  And that’s what I would like to emphasize in this conversation.  And that’s what I would like to emphasize in my life today.  I would like to point out that life is good, and that we are surrounded by the creating power of God creating beauty where man creates ugliness.”

It doesn’t mean you go around giving sermons about Jesus.  But it means that in your attitude toward life, and the way you live, you demonstrate that you believe in redemption; that your life exudes forgiveness; that your life exudes understanding; that your life exudes tolerance.  That you are slow to speak, slow to judge, eager to lift up, quick to forgive, because you’re Lord Jesus Christ is such a powerful force in your life that it’s just the attitude you have.  And when you hear about bad things in people’s lives, you believe in redemption—you pray for redemption.  You don’t judge, you don’t condemn, you pray for redemption.  In doing this you become a star--a star that points to the power of God in this world through Jesus of Nazareth.  It is an attitude; it is a way of living that says, “I believe so strongly in the power of the Holy Spirit, and the presence of God in my world that I know that this world is going to be sustained by what God does.  I can’t explain it; I can’t see it; I can’t predict it; but I believe it.  And because I believe it, I’m not going to be crushed by all this stuff.  I choose to look ahead and say, ‘I know that people are going to have to do a lot, and people are going to suffer a lot, but God is going to sustain this world.  The power of the Holy Spirit tells me that.’”  

Some day we’re going to be a star.  Some day we’re going to internalize our faith to such an extent that we’re going to be a star.  We’re just going to be walking through life like that little kid who walked in front of me back in third grade.  And I just followed him to the front, and people are just going to follow us.  As they follow us, they’re going to find Christ for themselves.  The interesting thing about being this kind of star is that they are not always noticed.  I just ask you, “When’s the last time you took the time to look into the heavens and notice the stars?”  Probably don’t do it that much.  Stars quite often go unnoticed.  It doesn’t do any good to go around saying, “Look at me!  Look at me!”  The stars, they just live their lives.  They’re just up there being stars.  And Christians who want to be stars for Christ have to accept the fact that they’re not always going to be noticed.  They’re not always going to be paid attention.  In fact, they’re probably going to be ignored a good deal of the time.

Another thing about being a star that we might find somewhat disappointing is that stars have no power.  Stars have no control over anybody’s life or anything.  They’re just stars; they’re just there.  The only influence they have is that they point people to Christ.  Another thing about being a star is that you have to leave an awful lot for the other person to discover.  We always want to explain, we want to diagnose, we want to lead people through things, and we can’t do that.  Stars don’t do that.  Stars leave the other person with an awful lot to discover.  Because the other person has to discover his or her own living relationship with God, and the star can’t do that for them.  The star can only live in their own living relationship with God.  

I hope you find that exciting--that you can be star!  Jesus thought you’d be excited about that, because Jesus said, “Let your light so shine before people that they will see the substance of your life and they will glorify your Father in heaven.”  When I used to teach Vacation Bible School I used to teach a song that is a little bit simpler than that.  The song is, “Jesus wants me for a sunbeam, to shine for him each day in every way to please Him, at home, at school, at play.  A sunbeam, a sunbeam, yes, I’ll be a sunbeam for Him.”  Of course, sunbeams have the same problem that stars have.  Sunbeams have no power over other people, no ability to control other people.  They have to leave much to the other person’s discovery.  But Jesus still wants us to be sunbeams—to be stars.  

Let the pagan people of this world go through life thinking, “My life is worthwhile because I am noticed.”  Let our glory be, “My life is so satisfying, because I am reflecting the presence of God and the goodness of God in the simple ways I live.”  We’re going to be stars some day!  Amen
