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“The Augsburg Confession: New Obedience”


The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 	    July 4, 2010
Reverend Roger Klemz	Berea Lutheran Church


Old Testament Lesson	Isaiah 66:10-14
Epistle Lesson	Galatians 6:1-10, 14-18
Gospel Lesson	   Luke 10:1-20


To begin I will read the Article of the Confession:  

1. [bookmark: article6.2]Our churches teach that this faith is bound to bring forth good fruit (Galatians 5:22-23).  It is necessary to do good works commanded by God (Ephesians 2:10), because of God's will.  We should not rely on those works to merit justification before God.

2. The forgiveness of sins and justification is received through faith.  The voice of Christ testifies, “So you also, when you have done all that you were commanded, say, `We are unworthy servants; we have only done what was our duty’” (Luke 17:10.

3. The Fathers teach the same thing.  Ambrose says, “It is ordained of God that he who believes in Christ is saved, freely receiving forgiveness of sins, without works, through faith alone.”

(Note: Ambrose lived in Milan, northern Italy in 340-397 A.D.  He was a leader and teacher in the church, defending the faith, and working in the development of church music.)

Now the passages referred to in the Article:  Galatians 5:22-23:  The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  Against such things there is no law.

Ephesians 2:10:  {for me this is one of the most exciting passages in the New Testament!} For we are God’s workmanship, created in Jesus Christ to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  From the Jerusalem Bible: We are God’s work of art, created in Christ Jesus to live the good life as from the beginning he had meant us to live it.  Connect that to Paul’s statement, “If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation.”  II Corinthians 5:17

On the night of his betrayal and arrest, prior to the crucifixion, Jesus was talking to his disciples about new life and new obedience.  He told them, I am the Vine and you are the branches.  He emphasized for them that the first thing necessary for new life is that we have to stay attached.  WE don’t do well separated and alone.  Jesus said, “Apart from me you can do nothing.”  He told them that the attachment is accomplished by the forgiveness of sins and justification.  He said, “You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.”  That is a powerful statement, a faith statement, a “God did this” statement.  In the words of the Confession: We should not rely on works to merit justification before God.  The forgiveness of sins and justification is received . . . 

That makes a New Obedience difference.  Jesus said, “This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.”  Also: “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit–fruit that will last.”  Jesus concludes all these statements by saying: “This is my command . . .”

This is the direction of New Obedience--show who you are.  That means you bear fruit.  You know that nothing you can do will make God love you more, of bring you more forgiveness . . . and since you know that you are loved, that you are forgiven, act like it.  You come here and make a confession.  You say words like, “I believe in Jesus Christ . . . I believe in the forgiveness of sins . . .  I believe in life everlasting . . . .”  Since you confess that, since you know that:  Go out and live like a believer.

A few Sunday’s past, Helen and I had the chance to attend a service honoring the 75th Anniversary of the Ordination of Pastor Fred Miller at Trinity First.  We had a good time giving him congratulations, teasing him as he also teases, but most of all thanking God for the gifts he grants to us in the faith and in the Church.  As much as anything, I remember the conclusion of the message for the day.  The pastor reminded us that we all have a calling, just as Pastor Miller did, and has: Go out and live like a believer.  Ask yourself a question: “In my life, day by day . . . as I visit, as people see me, as people hear me, as I face choices, illness, death, life, family . . . do the people who see me really believe that I am a believer?

There is a wonderful statement in the Book of Acts about the disciples.  This is after Peter and John had been involved in the healing of a crippled man.  Acts 4: “The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and John while they were speaking to the people.  They were greatly disturbed because the Apostles were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead.  They seized Peter and John, and because it was evening, they put them in jail until the next day.”  The next day they were questioned: “By what power or what name did you do this?”  Acts gives us Peter’s answer.  Then the wonderful statement: “When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.

You know the next question, the next thought.  When people see us, when they pay attention to how we face life in a very confusing world, how we answer the big questions and the little questions of living, how we represent and advertise for the church, and for the faith, do people take note that we have been with Jesus?  that we are with Jesus.

One of the amazing privileges of life is to take note of the unschooled, ordinary people who are giants on the earth.  Maggie, dying of cancer at Methodist Hospital.  All she wanted was a quiet room, no bright lights, whatever comfort care they could give, and someone to read to her from the Bible.  The nurses watched in amazement how Maggie faced life and dying.  They said, “Maggie!  You are a remarkable woman . . . “And Maggie replied, “Oh no!  I have a remarkable God.”
I knew Leonard in the last years of his life.  I don’t really know what he did before he came to the nursing home.  I know what he did there, beyond coming to devotions and services for the Lord’s Supper; he took care of the flower gardens around the home.  He did a remarkable, careful job.  One day I mentioned that, and thanked him.  Leonard gave a reply that is a wonderful life in Christ philosophy for any situation or event.  He said, “No weed ever goes to seed in my garden.”

Now think new creation, new life in Christ Jesus, new obedience, doing good works, bearing the fruit of the Spirit.  I am going to repeat the exciting Ephesians passage: We are God’s work of art; created in Christ Jesus to live the good life as from the beginning he had meant us to live it.

Think God’s “can do” work of art.  God sees in us amazing, wonderful potential.  Do you remember the story of the building of the tower of Babel?  Men decided to make a name for themselves. that they would be remembered.  God came down to see the city and the tower they were building.  God made a judgment: “If as one people, speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them.”

We are God’s work of art, created in Christ Jesus.  We speak the same language of the forgiveness of sins, and new life in Christ.  We are born again in Jesus, recreated to live the good life.  We can declare to ourselves and our world that we have a remarkable God, who gives us the charge and the potential of growing a spiritual garden.  And we can decide that no weed will ever go to seed in that garden.

Approach it with prayer.  Have you ever noticed how often we pray for a change in conditions, rather than a change in attitude?  I know that the weeds will grow.  Some of them will be occasional, some of them persistent . . . I do not pray, “Dear Lord, take away the weeds . . “ Rather, “Lord, give me the determination to root them out.”

Now, the bearing of fruit, the growing of the garden is a work of art, fruit of the Spirit garden.  Paul gives us a planting, growing list: The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self control.  

All of the words, all of the fruits are decisions and choices.  All of them grow and develop.  As I examine my garden and compare it to yours, I may discover that you have some better plants and fruit in some garden areas than I do.  You might have better patience and more kindness than I.  And I can say, “Well, I don’t suffer fools gladly . . .”  That’s the time for me to pray for a better attitude–to recognize the weeds of impatience and being judgmental.  Whatever we might see in our own garden or in other gardens are always choices, decisions . . .  No matter what the fruit is we can decide to cultivate and develop it.  Where we see a need, or a weed, we can ask our remarkable God for help and direction.  In teaching about prayer Jesus said, “If you know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.”  Luke 11:13 We should never be hesitant to ask, “Oh Holy Spirit, enter in . .”  



New obedience:  It is a real challenge.  It is a growth challenge.  It is a “can do” reality.  I like the idea of growth and development.  I remember the statement made by John Newton, the former slave trader, who wrote a poem called “Faith’s Review and Expectation.”  We know it as “Amazing Grace.”  Newton said this about faith’s expectation: I am not what I ought to be.  I am not what I want to be.  I am not even what I hoped to be.  But by the cross of Christ, I am not what I was.”

I like the idea of growth.  We are God’s work of art, God’s poetry. God’s symphony.  It is a process, a development, a growth.  As we move through life, some of the lines are being polished, and the meter corrected.  There are still some of the movements of the symphony that need to be finished.  Some of the facets of the diamond are still being cut, some of the precious metals are still being refined . . .  We have a remarkable God who does not give up.  We have all heard it said, and can believe it, “Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.”

You are God’s work of art, created in Christ Jesus, a new creation, a Spirit driven power.  God looks at you in the forgiveness of sins, in the power of his love, and he says, “BEAUTIFUL!”

One of the remarkably beautiful things about our God is in the prayer, “O give thanks unto the Lord for he is good, his mercy endures . . .”  In our struggles with new obedience we have a God who endures.  We can live with that!  Amen
