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“Catechism Review:  Sixth Commandment—God’s Love For The Next Generation”


The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost							  July 12, 2009
Reverend Randolph Sherren						          Berea Lutheran Church


Old Testament Lesson							          Deuteronomy 11:18-21
Epistle Lesson									                Titus 21-14
Gospel Lesson									           Mark 10:13-16


The Sixth Commandment is normally stated:  “You shall not commit adultery.”  I would like to state this positively in these words:  “I will be your God and you will be my people; and you will honor the covenants which secure the nurturing of my children in the next generation.  I will be your God and you will be my people; and you will honor the covenants which secure the nurturing of my children in the next generation.”  

The first point I want to make is to tell you that the Sixth Commandment involves sexuality, but is not primarily about human sexuality.  I understand that this is swimming against the stream, but I still stand by the claim that the Sixth Commandment is not primarily about human sexuality.  It does turn out to be a discussion about sex quite often, because, well, people like to talk about sex.  People like to talk about their sexual desires.  People like to talk about other people’s sexual desires, and other people’s sexual activities.  People have a seemingly unending capacity to discuss marriage and divorce—especially someone else’s marriage and someone else’s divorce.  It seems that we could go on for hours about that which supposedly discusses and scandalizes us.  But here’s the disappointment.  The Sixth Commandment is not primarily about human sexuality.  If the point were primarily sex, then perhaps the Fifth Commandment would cover it nicely.  But you see, there is another Commandment, because the issue is something other than the human body and its various functions.  We’re talking about something beyond the physical aspects of human sexuality.

The foundational point of the Sixth Commandment is found in today’s Gospel Lesson, where we learn that people brought their little children to Jesus.  His disciples told these parents that such children didn’t interest an important religious person such as Jesus.  And we are told that Jesus became angry with them—the word is indignant.  And he didn’t like their attitude.  Then we are told that he took the children in his arms.  He placed his hands on them, and he blessed them.  

What do we learn from this?  We learn that God has a deep affection for the next generation.  He cares deeply about his children in the next generation.  They get his time.  They gladly come to him.  That’s one of most amazing things about that story—the children came to Jesus.  Then he picks them up, and then he blesses them.  I’m a fairly well-read individual, especially in matters concerning religion.  I am not aware of a similar situation with any other well-known religious leader, in the history of the world, who does this same thing--chose the same loving, affectionate concern for his children.  It is Jesus Christ who shows us God’s deep affection for the next generation.  

Now, listen again to the Old Testament Lesson:  “Fix these words of mine on your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.  Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.  Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates, so that your days and the days of your children may be many in the land that the Lord swore to give to your forefathers.”  What sort of picture do those words put into your mind?  What do you see when you hear those words?  Here’s what I see.  I see children in a secure setting in their home.  I see children interacting with their parents in a casual and a relaxed way.  I see parents committed to the raising of these children, rather than their own personal passions.  I see parents committed to the covenant statements of the living God, passing them on to the children of God entrusted to them.  I see parents committed, committed, committed to each other.  Committed, committed to their children, and committed, I said committed, to the task of raising these children.  In short, the children get their parents’ time.  The children gladly come to their parents, because they live in a relaxed and comfortable relationship with their parents.  Their parents are a blessing to them in their home.  And in case you forgot, that is exactly what I just said about Jesus and the children.

Now hear once again the Epistle Lesson to see how such a picture could possibly exist.  You see, people tell us, “Oh, this is all impossible, because people are sexual beings.  They have their own concerns and their own desires.  They have their own passions--and marriage is impossible.”  Please, listen to the Epistle Lesson:  “For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people.  It teaches us to say No to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.”  Christian people say “No” to ungodliness.  Christian people say “No” to worldly passions.  To live self-controlled, upright and godly lives, eager to do what is good.  That’s why we are called out of the culture in which we live.  “I will be your God and you will be my people, and you will honor the covenants which secure the nurturing of my children in the next generation.”  You see, it is not about sex.  It is about God’s love for his children of the next generation.  It is about God’s plan for passing on the blessings of life to the next generation.  It is about God’s people setting aside their natural, animal passions to cooperate in God’s system for nurturing the next generation.  

If the Sixth Commandment is about adultery, then what is adultery?  The words adult and adultery are in no way related.  They are two completely separate concepts.  The word adultery does not come from the word adult.  The word adultery comes from the word “adulterate.”  It has nothing to do with being grownup, or being old.  It has to do with adulteration.  And adulteration means to make something inferior, to make something impure, to make something less than genuine by adding poor or improper substances to it.  My working definition of adultery is anything, anything which contaminates physical or emotional closeness in marriage.  Thereby weakening the covenant bonds put in place for the nurturing of God’s children of the next generation.  This would include, amongst other things, the flirting that people do; sharing intimacies that should only be shared with husband and wife; any sexual contact of any type, of any intensity, of any intent, of any duration; emotional intimacy with another person other than your spouse--even sexual impurity before marriage, because it changes a person and adulterates that person’s marriage, even if it is done long before one meets ones eventual spouse.  On the other hand it would also include emotional or physical coldness--lack of affection or emotional withdrawal from one’s spouse.  If it would threaten your home and your marriage if it were done to you, then be certain it would be equally harmful when you do it as well.  

The laws of most states will tell you that adultery involves a very specific act, and nothing else.  But, that legal definition has nothing to do with us as Christians and how we live our lives.  That’s something for secular courts to argue about.  It is not something for us to use in shaping the way we think and the way we behave.  If a person is moved to ask, “Am I committing adultery yet?”  You can take it to the bank that you already are.  And you can take it to the bank that you have been adulterating your marriage for quite some time before you asked the question.  What if I told you that a person driving an automobile from Wisconsin isn’t in Minnesota until that person gets to Minneapolis?  A person driving an automobile from the East, coming from Wisconsin, and I tell you, “Well, they aren’t really in Minnesota until they get to Minneapolis.”  You would say to me, “Well, that’s goofy!  One has been in Minnesota since he crossed the bridge in Hudson.  You’re in the state of Minnesota a long time before you get to Minneapolis.”  For a person to say, “I haven’t committed adultery, because I’ve never done that specific act.” is equally as goofy, because you’re in the state of adultery for a long, long time before you get to that specific act.  You have been adulterating your covenant commitments for a long time.

This is serious and difficult business, because the culture, in which we live, as the cultures of all of history, constantly uses sexual perversion to undermine, adulterate and destroy the covenant bonds between men and women, which are so important to God’s plans for his children of the next generation.  To me, personally, sexual perversion is easy to define.  You may not want to accept my definition, but for me it is easy to define.  It is any depiction, any promotion of human sexuality, which is used to separate human sexuality from the care of God’s children of the next generation.  Any depiction of human sexuality, any promotion of human sexuality, which separates it from the next generation, in my mind is sexual perversion.  This is why you will not find child-care facilities at strip clubs.  This is why you will not find articles on parenting in Penthouse magazine, or in Cosmopolitan for that matter.  The point is to separate human sexuality from children, and that is the perversion.  

Does God mean that we are actually expected to control our sexual urges?  Well, yes.  That is exactly the point.  Not because the Sixth Commandment is about sex, but because the perversion of human sexuality is the weapon used to weaken, to adulterate, and to destroy covenant bonds.  Covenant bonds which are the point of the Sixth Commandment.  And these covenant bonds are destroyed and weakened and adulterated in people’s thinking long before they are of a marriageable age.  Here’s an interesting fact.  I’ve always found this to be interesting.  Advertisers spend billions upon billions of dollars each year for what purpose?  Why do they spend billions of dollars?  They do it to change the thinking and the behavior of people who are exposed to the advertising.  And do you think advertisers spend this money because they’re stupid people?  They spend it because they know that constant exposure to an idea does change people’s thinking, it does change their behavior.  That’s why they spend billions of dollars on it.  Yet people want to somehow believe that the pervasive exposure to perverse sexuality will not have any effect on people.  Constant vulgarity in people’s language, constant vulgarity in music and visual images is a dangerous assault on our ability to live sober, upright and godly lives.  

When God had today’s Old Testament Lesson written down, he had in mind a process for furthering his purposes.  This process has been taken over by evil--to weaken and destroy the covenant homes that God is counting on.  Just listen to how our culture has rewritten Deuteronomy.  “Here is an amazing array of sexually perverted language, ideas, images, practices, and attitudes, which are designed to erase the differences between civilized godly people and abandoned animals following their passions without regard to the consequences.  You shall expose your children to these things when they arise in the morning; when they walk along with the earplugs to their IPods stuck in their ears; when they go to films; when they read books; when they watch 35 hours of television a week.  You shall surround them with music that convinces them that human sexuality is a recreational activity and little else.  You shall put this stuff on billboards around your cities.  You shall put this stuff on calendars in your garages.  You shall use it in any and all advertising you can think of.  And the choosing of the language you use in your home, you will be more concerned to appear modern and sophisticated than to appear godly.  Because, the language you use in your home probably won’t affect your children anyway.”  You see how our culture has taken Deuteronomy and perverted it and twisted it, and that’s where our children are living today.  That’s where we are living today.  

Here’s another amazing thought!  I almost have steam come out of my ears every time I hear this thought!  “Watching pornography on your computer or flirting on the internet will probably have no real affect on your marriage or on your ability to be a good spouse when you finally get married.”  What reasonable person could possible believe that nonsense?

Here’s another amazing thought!  Both men and women enjoy sexual harassment in the workplace.  What reasonable person could possibly believe that?  My youngest sister, when she graduated from college, got a job in a bank in downtown Milwaukee.  She quit that job eventually.  The next job she got was a cocktail waitress in a bar in Oconomowoc, Wisconsin.  I asked her what the difference was in the jobs.  She said that one thing she liked about working in the bar is that she got more respect as a cocktail waitress then she got working in a bank in downtown Milwaukee.  Interesting comment, isn’t it?

Then of course we have the blessing of so much immodest dressing all around us.  I want to share a personal opinion with you.  You can value it any way you wish.   Here’s my personal opinion.  If I were a woman, and I had to chose between dressing the way some American women dress and the way women are forced to dress in Muslim countries, I think I would chose the Muslim way.  I wouldn’t be crazy about either choice, but if those were my only two choices I would have to take the Muslim way of dressing, because that would leave me with my modesty, and that would leave me with some dignity.  I shared that with a couple young people from the congregation last week.  They said, “If you believe that Pastor, don’t go to Valleyfair.”

How are we to function in all of this mess?  From a very young age we are to train our characters to godliness—to help those watching us do the same thing.  This is not really a matter of hundreds of rules and laws.  Here is a fairly simple approach for all people to follow, regardless of age, regardless of marital status.  The majority of us will at some time in our lives speak these words:  “I promise to love you, honor you, comfort you, keep you, and forsaking all others, I will be faithful to you as long as I live.”  Do you know why so many people have such difficulty with these promises?  Because they have never practiced these behaviors.  They have never trained themselves in these behaviors.  And so the words, when they are spoken at the front of a church, are essentially meaningless for many people.  They have been infatuated.  Who hasn’t!  But they have not been trained in caring love, and so they promise to love, not knowing what it means.  They have not been trained in honoring other people.  If one is trained from early age to view the opposite sex as a play thing, how is one to learn honor?  They have not been trained in comforting another human being.  They have been trained in keeping themselves comfortable at the expense of others.  So how could they possibly know what they are saying when they say, “I promise to comfort you.”  They have been trained to always want and to get the next thing whenever the wind changes.  So how can they possibly forsake all others?  How can they possibly know what it means to remain faithful?  They have never learned it; they have never practiced it; it has never become part of their character. 

 People like to complain about marriage but there is nothing wrong with marriage.  Absolutely not!  People are not training their character to function well in marriage.  That’s the problem.  Then they are surprised that the marriage relationship doesn’t work so very well.  When we watch baseball played poorly, we fault the skill of the players, not the concept of the game.  But when marriage is done poorly, people fault marriage as a flawed concept—any excuse in a storm.  It is up to us as Christians to train our character from an early age.  We should be learning these things from the time we are children—to be skilled at caring love, to be skill at honoring other people, especially when sexuality is involved.  We should be trained in comforting another person.  We are to be trained in controlling our passions for faithfulness.  But the idea in our culture is, until you are married there is no need for honor, comfort or faithfulness.  But when you get married you are supposed to make a hundred and eighty degree turn, you’re supposed to become someone you have not trained yourself to be.  

It is also up to us as Christians to look for these qualities in people, to whom we would entrust ourselves, and to whom we would entrust our children.  Now, I realize that this may sound boring compared to qualities such as being fun at parties and other occasions for excessive drinking.  But I’m trying to preach God’s Word here.  I’m not writing beer commercials.  So if it sounds boring I can’t help that.  Life is a process of constantly weighing options and making decisions.  People of trained Christian character do better at it than do people whose lives are run by their passions of the moment.  

Luther put it this way:  “We should fear and love God so that we lead a sexually pure and decent life in what we say and do, and husband and wife love and honor each other.”  When people actually learn love, and honor, sexuality isn’t near the problem it seems to be for other people.  Even in the blatantly perverted culture in which we live, we need to learn and to live out caring love and honor and faithfulness.  When we actually do that, the rewards will far outweigh the temptations, and decisions will be much easier for us to make in our lives.  “I will be your God,” he says, “and you will be my people.  And you will honor the covenants which secure the nurturing of my children of the next generation.”  Amen
