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“Catechism Review:  The Fifth Commandment:  Respect Life—Be Kind”


The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost							  July 19, 2009
Reverend Roger Klemz						          Berea Lutheran Church


Old Testament Lesson 							           Genesis 4:9-16
Epistle Lesson									     Ephesians 4:19-5:2
Gospel Lesson									        Matthew 5:21-26


It may not always be wrapped in a bow, but life is a gift.  Open the surprise, and no matter what the surprise is, respect life.  Respect your own life and the lives of those you touch.  Be kind to yourself, and to those around you.

Who would you rather have on your team?  A. J. Pierzynski or Joe Mauer?  Both are catchers.  Both are important members in their team’s batting order.  A national TV commentator said, “If there is a controversy, you can be sure that A. J. started it, or is in the middle of it.”  Another national sports announcer, and former player, said, “I have never met a professional athlete who is more polite than Joe Mauer.”

We are thinking about the choices of life as guided by the Fifth Commandment, which we see as God’s statement to respect life, to be kind.  What team attitude fits our life style?  I am taking my direction from four passages that speak about how we see ourselves and how we see others:  (I underline that, not how others see us, but how we see others; what other people think about us is none of our business.  What God has done and is doing for us is important.)  The passages:

	I Corinthians 3:16:  Do you know that you are God’s temple, and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?  If anyone destroys (defiles) God’s temple, God will destroy him.  For that is dedicated to God, reserved for his use.

	I Corinthians 6:19-21:  Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God.  You are not your own, you were bought with a price.  So glorify God in your body.  (ESV)

	I Peter 3:9-11:  All of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind.  Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing.  For whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit, let him turn away from evil and do good, let him seek peace and pursue it.  (ESV)

	Ephesians 4:32-5:2:  Be kind to one another; tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.  Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.  And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.  (EVS)

My first thought about life is that we live in a violent world.  It is all around us, life is touched by it.  I remember when Ted, our son, began watching TV with interest.  He was about 3 years old—so this was 1963.  He would watch children’s cartoons, but very often would run out of the room, refusing to watch because they were too violent.  Kathy, 20 months older, would run after him and say, “It’s OK Ted, it’s only a cartoon.”  Ted learned and adjusted.  Last week he took his 11 year old nephew to see “Transformers:  Revenge of the Fallen.”  It is rated PG13.  I guess mechanical violence is OK for kids now.  I looked at last Sunday night’s TV offerings, about 10 columns of shows from 7-10:00 p.m., and 14 of the shows were listed as violent.  About 25 years ago, when our three youngest were children, I remember reading in the Ladies Home Journal:  
		“Sing a song of TV for the little ones,
		Four and twenty G-men toting Tommy guns.
		When the show was over the blood was ankle deep.
		Now wasn’t that a pretty sight to put the kids to sleep?”

We could go on this way, thinking about the sad violence that is all around us, that is not getting any better.  We can say, “What’s the use?” and even remind ourselves that Jesus said it would happen—wars and rumors of wars—lawlessness will increase—the love of many will grow cold.  Paul said the same:  “In the last days people will be arrogant, abusive, heartless, without self-control, brutal.”  It is a Rodney Dangerfield kind of world and nobody gets respect.  We all agree.  Things are going from bad to worse.  Paul used these words, “Evil people and imposters will go from bad to worse.”  He followed it with this word to Timothy:  “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed . . . how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.”  II Timothy 3  (ESV)

Equipped for good; equipped to make a difference; equipped to open our eyes to see where we can be kind, and how we can demonstrate we recognize these bodies, capable of physical activity can be used as sacred, holy temples set apart for God by God to praise God for life and respect life in others.

Every one of us can make a difference.  I like Pastor Sherren’s idea that how we drive is a picture of our whole life.  When I complained about the arrogance, the stupidity, dangerous choices, the road violence of other drivers, Wayne Rebischke from Buffalo, who is a retired Minnesota State Trooper, said to me, “You know, Pastor, there is only one person over whom you have control on the highway.”  I need to remember that about life; adding that one person can make a difference—in respect for life, in kindness.

Last Sunday evening Helen and I walked from our house on a country road that intersects with Minnesota State Highway 55.  We got to the highway and were amazed at the traffic.  It was stretched to the west, moving at a snail’s pace, as far as we could see.  We thought, “A lot of people coming home from the lake!”  Monday morning we read about the 87 year old driver who made an illegal U-turn through the median of I-94 at Albertville, causing a fuel tanker to swerve and tip and spill 9,000 gallons of fuel.  The danger of that much explosive fuel and fumes closed the interstate for 9 hours.  We saw the effects about 6 hours after it happened and about 30 miles away.  What is the thought?  If a butterfly raises its wings in China, the wind in Minnesota changes.  Child of God, temple of God, saved by God, set apart from God, what you do make a difference.

In a book titled, “Facing Your Giants,” (Max Lucado) the author refers to incidents told in another book titled “To End All Wars:  A True Story About the Will to Survive and the Courage to Forgive.”  (Ernest Gordon)  The story stresses how respect for life, and kindness, does matter.  The scene is a Japanese prison camp in Burma.  Allied soldiers were brutally mistreated.  They also mistreated, abused and stole from each other—robbing dying colleagues and fighting for food scraps.  Two new prisoners were brought to the camp—sick and frail as the rest.  They did something new.  They shared.  They bathed other wounded and damaged soldiers.  They volunteered for extra duty.  The soldiers began to have worship services and Bible studies.  This is a quote from one survivor:  “Death was still with us, no doubt about that.  But we were slowly being freed from its destructive grip.  Selfishness, hatred and pride were all anti-life.  Love, self-sacrfice, and faith, were the essence of life--gifts of God to men.  Death no longer had the last word.”  

What the children of God do makes a difference.  One evening at a prison camp work detail a Japanese guard announced that a shovel was missing.  He declared it was stolen.  He demanded that the guilty man step forward.  He warned that he would kill one soldier at a time until the confession was made.  A Scottish soldier stepped forward and said that he had done it.  The officer, enraged, beat him to death in front of the prisoners.  When they returned to camp, the shovels were recounted.  The Japanese guard had made a mistake.  There was no shovel missing.  What kind of man would take the blame for something he did not do?  Jesus said, “Greater love has no man than this, to lay down his life for his friends.”  (John 15:13)  Jesus demonstrated that no one loves us, or our life, more than he.  For us, for us, he lived a life that we cannot live; he endured a punishment and died a death that we cannot endure; and he gave us a hope—and a promise—and a direction for life that we cannot ignore.  Paul expressed it:  “Be kind to one another; tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.  Therefore, be imitators of God, as beloved children.  And walk in love, as Christ loved and gave himself up for us.”

I remember a Bible Class in which Pastor Sherren said that in life’s situations and opportunities, these are good questions to ask:  What can I do to bring a good result to situation?  How can I make it better?  What can I say?  What should I not say?  It is like asking the question:  How, in these circumstances, is it possible to imitate God to demonstrate respect for life and kindness to this person?  Remember that life is important, very important to God.  Again Paul reminds you that you have been bought with a price—a very high price.  You are precious.  Nobody can take your place; nobody can play your role in life better than you can.  He has declared, “I have redeemed you.  I have called you by name.  You are mine.”  Remember who you are!

Do you know Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah?  Their names have meaning.  Hananiah means, “The Lord shows grace.”  Mishael means, “Who is what God is?”  Azariah means, “The Lord helps.”  They were strong and healthy young men who knew the value of a good diet, and understood the concept of Paul’s statement, “Don’t you know your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit?”  These men of God took care of themselves.  I think of these men when I remember a day some time ago when an older pastor, actually the father of my contemporaries, saw me at a conference and asked if I knew the Fifth Commandment.  When I said yes, he told me I should go home and study and contemplate it, because, he said, “You are killing yourself with your fork.”  Not so with Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah--these men, from Judah, prisoners of war, where to be trained to serve in a foreign king’s court.  The chief officer did not like the idea that whenever he spoke their names he was reminded of their relationship to their God.  He changed the names to mean:  “Command of Aku”—the moon god, and “Who is what Aku is”, and “Servant of Nego.”  The men did have a friend whose name was changed to Beltashazzar.  His real name is Daniel.  The new names of his three friends are Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  All four of these young men made a difference because they remained true to the name of God—even when others tried to separate them from that power.  They knew that in life, even in the furnace, even in the lion’s den, that the presence of the Lord made a difference.

After Cain, as you heard in the Old Testament Lesson, became the first to shed human blood, he complained to God that his punishment was too much to bear.  Cain said, “I will be hidden from your presence, and whoever finds me will kill me.”  God said, “Not so!”  He put a protective sign on Cain.  Life is precious to God.  Even Cain can be protected.  The sadness is this, the word says, “Then Cain left the presence of the Lord.”  By God’s grace in Jesus we have not left his presence.  God has placed his name and his protection on us, so that we can meet the Cain situations of life.  We are enabled to be kind, to be respectful, even to invite those who have left the presence of the Lord to come home again, come back again, come to life again, to respect life again. 

Respect life—your own—and the very life you encounter day by day.  Remember that God is the central fact of your life.  Paul said, “In him we live and move and have our being.”  (Acts 17:28)  There is no life, or respect of life, outside of our relationship with the Living God.

I read a list from a lady, now 90 years old, about what she had learned from life.  I thought, “We all should make a list about respecting and living life on the basis of the name God has placed on us.  Thoughts from Regina Brett of Plain Dealer, Cleveland:  “Life isn’t always fair, but it is still good.  Everything can change in a blink of an eye.  Don’t worry, God does not blink.  God loves you because of who God is, not because of anything you did or didn’t do.  No matter how you feel, get up, dress up and show up!  The best is yet to come.”

Every day, every day, be excited to unwrap the surprise.  Expect to respect the opportunity given.  I am going to close with Peter’s reference to Psalm 34:  “Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit.  Let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it.”  (ESV)

Real life is based on God’s Word and promises.  Amen
