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“Catechism Review:  To Honor and Respects”


The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost							    July 5, 2009
Reverend Roger Klemz						          Berea Lutheran Church


Old Testament Lesson								    Deuteronomy 6:4-9
Epistle Lesson									          Ephesians 6:1-9
Gospel Lesson									              Luke 2:41-52


The goal of this morning’s message is to review our thinking about the Fourth Commandment.  God’s Representatives.  A recent translation of Luther’s Catechism states the explanation of the Commandment in this way, “We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our parents and other authorities, but honor them, serve and obey them, love and cherish them.”  “Love and cherish” is a good translation.  We understand the other authorities to be teachers, pastors, policemen, government officials who teach and guide and help maintain order in the world.  

The springboard for the sermon thoughts is from the Epistle Lesson, Ephesians 6 . . .  I am reading from the translation by J. B. Phillips:  “Children, the right thing for you to do is to obey your parents as those whom the Lord has set over you.  The first commandment to contain a promise was:  Honor thy father and thy mother, that it may be well with thee and that thou mayest live long on the earth.  Fathers, don’t overcorrect your children or make it difficult for them to obey the commandments.  Bring them up with Christian teaching in Christian discipline.”

From Luke’s Gospel, after Jesus’ bar mitzvah, which we can compare to confirmation, when Jesus took charge of his own faith and spirituality . . . and then, in his teen age years, this word from Luke, “Jesus went down to Nazareth with them (Mary and Joseph) and was obedient to them . . .He grew in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and man.”

Skip to a moment about 21 years later, when Jesus was on the cross as the ultimate sacrifice from God and to God for the sins of the world; Jesus looked down from the cross and saw his mother and his good friends.  He showed his honor to Mary, and his care for her.  He said to John, “Take my mother home.”

I am going to cover a wide area by adding the Word from Deuteronomy demonstrating that all family life is involved in our relationship with God.  This Word from God is at the very beginning of the setting parts a people belonging to God.  “You shall love the Lord your god with heart and soul and strength . . .and these commandments are to be upon your hearts and you shall impress them on your children.  You talk about them wherever you go, when you get up, when you lie down . . . write them on your mind, your hands, display them in your home . . .”  The word speaks to Christian family life, to our relationship with each other under God.  In that relationship we are called to honor and respect each other . . .  parents and children.

In the beginning God gives the gifts of creation.  He gave Adam and Eve to each other.  They were created in the image of God, able to have a loving relationship with Him and each other.  God established marriage and home and family, telling them to increase in number.  The gift is touched and supported by the fourth command as a way of life.  Home and family, father and mother and children, is the basic unit of church and society.

It is no surprise that this gift from God home and family, is under constant and brutal attack.  I am constantly stunned by the brutal arrogance of human beings who make choices that erode the whole idea of honor and respect.  Last Thursday’s news reported the death of a two year old child in Florida who was killed in her bed by the family pet . . . a white Burmese python about nine feet long.  The father said, “Stupid snake, got out of its room. . . .”  Stupid snake!?!  Authorities discovered there was also a large boa constrictor in the home.  What are the parents thinking, when exotic, deadly pets are valued so much that they forget honor and respect for the children?

Recently a highly respected and honored lady said (this again on the morning news) “You don’t need a father in the home to have children and family.”  I am not going to talk about same sex unions and parenting . . .  All of these realities have an effect on society, on life, on families, on our schools . . . all of them move toward the erosion of honor and respect in our relationships with parents and other authorities . . . all of them attack the basic building block of our society and church.

Our daughter Ann and her husband Barry are stationed in Hawaii.  Barry is in the Air Force.  Their son, Nathanael—age 11—is enrolled at Our Saviors Lutheran School there.  They thought it to be OK for Joshua, the younger son, to be enrolled in public school for kindergarten.  Barry went to the school office to fill out the applications.  He came to questions about the student’s home.  The sheet gave options to check . . . such as living with one parent . . . living with relatives who are not the parents . . . living with guardians not related to the child . . .  living on the beach . . in a tent . . .  has no permanent address . . . 
Barry said to the secretary, “I don’t see a box that fits for Joshua.”  
She said, “Are you the child’s father?”  Answer:  Yes.  
“Are you married to his mother?”  Answer:  Yes.  
“Are you living together?”  Answer:  Yes.  
“Do you live in a house?”  Answer:  Yes.  
“Any other family living there?”  Answer:  No!  
“Oh!” the secretary said, “then you check OTHER.”  Everything we see as traditional family home . . . Oh, that is other.  Everything that is wrapped into the guide and goal of the command for honor and respect is in the minority . . . oh, that is other.  As Barry left the office he called Ann to say they would be enrolling Joshua at Our Savior’s Kindergarten.

Again, I am convinced that the basic unity of church and society is the home.  There is holy war, and we are under brutal attack.  I think with great sadness about the last years of my full time ministry when half of the children in my last confirmation class where from broken homes . . . and too many of the weddings were for children playing house, who brought their own children to the ceremony as junior attendants and ring bearers.

So here we are, mothers and fathers, grandparents, aunts, uncles . . . sons and daughters.  The majority of us would check “other” for enrollment in Hawaii’s kindergarten.  What is the answer for us?  How do we respond?  Remember the word of the Lord from the beginning of the people set apart from God?  These words (commands) are to be on your heart, impress them on the children, talk about them, walk with them, make them evident in your home . . . let them fully touch your relationship with your God and with each other.  God said to his people, “You shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”  He says to us, through Peter, “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”  Jesus said, “Let your light shine . . .”  “You shall be my witnesses . . .”  That includes our parenting, our life as children (also adult children), our family relationships. . our call to honor and respect.

Some years ago I read an interview of a well respected educator printed in the LWML Quarterly.  One of the questions asked him was to give the three most important rules for bringing up children.  His answer:  “Number one:  example.  Number two:  example.  Number three:  example.”  Let your light shine!  Look world, this is what it means to follow the command, to bring up children, to respect and cherish parents, to honor and acknowledge authority . . look . . .example . . example . . . example.  See it imprinted on our minds by what we think and say, on our hands by what we do, on our doors and gates and walls by how we treat each other.

This page is from another LWML Quarterly printed more than a few years ago.  It speaks to mothers . . . and to fathers . . . parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles, teachers . . .anyone who touches the life of growing people.  It asks, “Are you really listening to youth?  Ready to break down the wall of  long hair, mod clothes, thumping guitars, and listen?”  Can you get past cell phones, and IPods and texting and “my space” and “you tube” and pay attention.  This is a verse, written to “Mother,” but includes us all:

		“Mother, see the house I made
		With building blocks.  Oh, Mother,
		See, it has a door!”
			“Yes, Son, it’s nice.”
		“But Mother, look!  Look with your eyes.”

		“Mother, see the grades I’ve made!
		I worked real hard so you’d be proud.”
			“That’s fine, my son.  Just lay it there.
			I’ll sign it when I’ve fixed my hair.”

		“Mother, may I take the car?
		And would you like to meet my girl?”
			“Surely, Son, but not tonight;
			Have a good time, it’ll be alright.”

		“Mother, look at me this time.
		There’s nothing left but shame and hurt.
		Why didn’t you listen to my cries,
		`Oh, Mother, look!  Look with your eyes’?”

Never, never go bed without praying for your children, your grandchildren, your nieces and nephews, the kids down the block . . . no matter how old they are.  I love Irma Bombeck’s statement, “You can get out of book club easier than you can stop being a mother.”  Add “or a father, or grandparents . . .”

If there are difficulties in family relationship, if contact is hard, or dismissed, don’t give up.  Let them know you still care.  Don’t ever give up.  Listen with your ears!  Look with your eyes.  It is not always easy.  We are not perfect parents.  We do not have perfect children.  We do not agree with all their choices.  They make bad decisions.  We are still called to love them, called to avoid doing things that make it difficult for them to honor and respect.  We should say to them, again—no matter how old they are, “Nobody, nobody on this earth, loves you more than I do . . .”  Remember the story we call the Prodigal Son?  Remember Jesus said, “The father ran to his unworthy son . . .”

One of the fascinating books I have read recently is “The Wisdom of Our Fathers” by Tim Russert.  It was written as the result of the thousands of letters he received from sons and daughters after he had written “Big Russ and Me” about his father.  I am also waiting for someone to write a book titled, “The Wisdom of Our Mothers.”  Maybe one “Things Our Grandparents Said.”  

This is the quote from the book:  “If real estate is about location, location, location, fatherhood (parenting—my addition) is about time, time, time.  It has been said a million times, but it’s so true:  Time is the most precious commodity of all.  You can shower a child with presents or money, but what do they really mean, compared to the most valuable gift of all—your time?  Your time together doesn’t have to be programmed or planned—the best moments are the spontaneous ones, when nothing much is happening.  You can’t create these moments, but you can encourage them, and the way to do that is simply by being there.”

“There are many lessons in this book, and this, is one of them:  If you are a father, let your kids know, in plain English, that you love them.  Yes, I know it is implied, but even so, it’s a wonderful thing to hear—and to say.  And if you are fortunate enough to have a father and he has never said those words, he may just need a little encouragement.  It works in the other direction as well.”

What we need to do, this generation, is to take the time to write, type, record, somehow to give to our children and grandchildren the gift of “I Remember When.”  There are the helpful books in which we can just fill in the blanks of our good memories.

Now, a word to children—no matter how old you are—children are called to respect, honor, cherish and obey.  The Word says, “Because it is right.”  You need to know that your parents never did, or never do, get up on Tuesday morning and say:  “What can we do to screw up the kids’ life today?”  Sure they made some mistakes—some real, and some choices you think of as mistakes that might not have been so wrong.  One of the great gifts that parents and children share is the forgiveness of sins.  We know we need it . . . and parents need to know that you know.  Listen to your parents.  Ask them:  Let them know it is OK to ask, even when it is hard.  Pray for them--with them.  Know this, that when things go bad and wrong in your life one of the things that happens in parents’ minds and hearts is the question, “What did we do wrong?  How did we fail?  How are we failing now?  Even when they know it is not a good question . . .

My point is this:  You take the time to write, to say, “Mom and Dad, I remember this as a happy time . . or a sad time . . . or a growing time.”  Maybe make the time for a meal with one or the other, or both—no TV, no cell phones, no other listening device in your ears.  Robert Fulghum, who wrote, “All I Really Need to Know I Learned In Kindergarten” wrote a book about the rituals of life.  He said, “When we speak of `breaking bread’ with one another, we are not talking about merely parceling out the loaf.  The phrase implies a conscious lack of haste in sharing a meal.  Slow food, not fast food.  Attention will be paid to the food, to the company, and to life.  We will be mindful of one another.”  

Another quote, “I see ritual when people sit together silently—remembering.”  You don’t always know what to say.  That is OK.  Fulghum wrote:  It is not true that if we get the words just right, the occasion will be right.  Silence is always a part of great music.  Silence is always a part of great art.  Silence is always a part of a great life.”

A final quote:  (actually about another subject and ritual, but it applies to family and relationships very well.)  “You should do what’s right for you and your family.  But you should do it.  Let me announce, then, to you:  You have a limited time to live.”

While you still have time to pay attention to the Word from God that carries its own promise:  That it may be well with you.

Now that is the end of the message on the Fourth Commandment.  I am sure that if I wrote a sermon month from now it would have a different direction.  All of these thoughts have come to me placed in my mind between the two statements:

	Children, honor Father and Mother that it may be well with you.
				and
	Parents, bring up your children in Christian teaching and discipline.

Both statements are underlined with the decree:  Because this is right.

God be in our thinking, our speaking, our believing.  Touch us with your Spirit, guide us by your Word.  Amen


