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“Jesus Saves Us When We Are Lost In Our Sense Of Entitlement”


The Fifth Sunday in Lent							          March 21, 2010
Reverend Randolph Sherren						          Berea Lutheran Church


Old Testament Lesson								           Isaiah 43:16-21
Epistle Lesson									      Philippians 3:7-14
Gospel Lesson									              Luke 20:9-20


“Jesus Saves Us When We Are Lost In Our Sense Of Entitlement.”  There is a kind of a human being that really irritates me, and I would guess really irritates you as well.  This human being is described this way:  A person who is born on third base and goes through life convinced that he has hit a triple.  

First of all, the person didn’t hit a triple.  A person was born on third base—put there.  Not by what that person did, but by what other people did to put him there.  And the second thing is his job isn’t to brag that he hit a triple, his job is to score—to get to home plate.  This is a kind of an attitude that lives by nature in all human beings--we’re born on third base and we go through life convinced that we have hit a triple.

That’s what these people were like in this Gospel Lesson today.  We are told that the man planted a vineyard.  He did the work; he bought the land; he planted the vineyard.  It was his vineyard.  Then he let it out to tenants, and they are clearly called “tenants.”  It’s not theirs; it’s his.  He let it out to tenants.  Then he sent servants, and what did he ask for?  He asked for “some” of the fruit of the vineyard.  They could keep most of it.  They did the work, but it’s his vineyard, and so he asked for “some” of the fruit of the vineyard.  When the servant came they beat the servant and sent him away.  Now why did they do that?  They did that because they believed that they were entitled to all of the fruit.  They’re entitled to it all.  Their sense of entitlement made them act this way.

So he sent another servant.  They did the same thing.  He sent another servant.  They did the same thing.  And finally he said, “I’m going to send my beloved son.”  Well they reasoned this way, “This son is the heir.  And if we get rid of the son, they’ll be no heir.  Then we will be entitled not only to all the fruit of this vineyard, but we will be entitled to claim ownership of it as well.”  So this is the height of their sense of entitlement.  So they killed the son.  Then Jesus says, “Well, you know what the owners going to do.  He’s going to come and he’s going to get rid of those tenants.  He’s going to give it to other tenants who won’t have this sense of entitlement--people who will be willing to work the vineyard and then give him some of the fruit.”  And the answer he gets is interesting.  They say, “Oh, God forbid.  God forbid.  That won’t happen.”  They are so used to their sense of entitlement.  They say, “Oh, you can’t possibly do that.  God couldn’t possibly take this vineyard way from us.  And he couldn’t possibly expect us to hand over some of the fruit either.”  That’s how strong their sense of entitlement was.  

Jesus was always trying to call people back to the original purpose of God’s work in the world in the first place, which was made clear to Abraham.  Now listen carefully to what God said to Abraham.  He said, “Abraham, I will bless you.  I will bless you.”  OK.  “You will be born on third base.  I will bless you.  You will be a blessing to others.  So, I’m going to put you on third base and then you’re going to score from there.”  Jesus was always calling people back to this sense of being blessed by God to be a blessing—receiving God’s gifts and then using them so that God would receive some of the fruit of what he had invested in humankind.  And humankind continually forgets that.  And humankind continually says, “Now wait a second.  I earned all of this.  I’m entitled to all of this.  And in fact, I am entitled to more.”  And the sense of entitlement in human beings is a very, very strong vain of sinful nature within every one of us.  

So, to what are we entitled?  Well, we all have some sort of sense of entitlement don’t we?  We’re all entitled to good health.  That’s our due.  We deserve that.  So we get disgusted when we don’t have good health. “How could this happen to me?  I’m entitled to good health.”  

Safety.  We’re all entitled to safety.  So what happens when we aren’t safe?  We complain.  “Well, I’m entitled to safety, and look, God let me down.  The police let me down.  I wasn’t safe.”  So we’re angry.  But what makes us angry?--our sense of entitlement.  That in us that tells us, “No, we’re different from the rest of the people.  We’re entitled.”

As Americans we are convinced that we are entitled to comfort—constant, increasing comfort.  We’re entitled to stuff.  If they advertise it, we’re entitled to it.  And when a new model comes out, we by golly are entitled to that new model.  It’s ours by our right.  

We are entitled to fair treatment.  What’s one of the favorite complaints of all human beings?  “We’ll that’s not fair.  That’s not fair.  I’m entitled to fairness.  And if I don’t get fairness, well.  I’m entitled to fairness.”  

We’re all entitled to great service.  No matter where we go we’re entitled to great service.  We’re all entitled to understanding, which means we are entitled to have perfect parents.  You young people out there, you’re entitled to that.  If your parents ever make a mistake, you should feel cheated.  And you parents, you should feel cheated if your children ever act up, because we’re entitled to perfect children.  Are we not?  That’s what we think we are.  We’re entitled to be understood.

We are entitled to freedom from annoyance.  Nothing annoying should ever happen in our lives.  And when it does, ah do we get steamed.  We get steamed because we are entitled to never be annoyed. 

We’re also entitled to moral latitude.  Now the rest of the world has to kind of follow the rules, but we’re entitled to a lot of wiggle room here.  What does this really mean, and what is really the meaning of is, and all that sort of thing.  So we’re entitled to a certain moral latitude, so people can’t get really too fussy about the way we lead our lives.  

Then when we do make mistakes we are entitled to tolerance.  “Get over it.  I’m entitled to your tolerance.”  

And we’re entitled to peace.  There should be peace in our time.  We’re entitled to it.  

And we are entitled to loyalty.  Nobody should ever betray us.  No one should ever tell a secret on us.  No one should ever do anything that betrays their loyalty to us.  

And one of the main things that we are entitled to as Americans is we are entitled to the right to live for ourselves—unbothered by other people’s problems, irresponsibilities, and difficulties.  We are entitled to our own lives.  We are entitled to our own time.  We are entitled to live as though we were the boss.  We are entitled to get better than we give.  This strain is so strong in human beings—it is so strong.  We can be going along through our lives and very proud of how we’re doing, and all of a sudden—bang—here comes our sense of entitlement sneaking up on us.  And all of a sudden, we’re angry and we’re upset.  We can feel really disgusted about the people who were born on third base and go through life thinking they hit a triple, but that very same thing lives within us as well.  

Jesus comes to us through his Word and he reminds us as well.  Now listen:  You were born on third base, because God has blessed you.  God has put life into your hands.  God has surrounded you with all sorts of material things.  God has blessed you as Americans with a heritage of freedom.  God has blessed you with a heritage of your faith that you can worship God in the true way—actually worshipping the true God.  God has blessed you with an understanding and an appreciation for the Gospel that we are here by grace.  We were all born on third base.

The same thing he says to us is what he said to Abraham, “I will bless you.  I have blessed you.  You are exceptionally blessed.  And I have blessed you exceptionally so that you will be a blessing to other people.”  But there is this strain in every one of us that wants to just stand on third base and brag, “I hit a triple!  I hit a triple!”

You can ask a question:  To what is God entitled?  God is entitled to our undying allegiance.  God is entitled to our one hundred percent surrender to him.  Does he get that?  God is entitled to our respect in the way we speak about him, the way we use his name, the way we pray to him.  God is entitled to our one hundred percent respect.  Does he get that?  God is entitled to our honor.  That everything we do, everything we say, everything we think would give honor to him.  Does God get what he’s entitled to?  God is entitled to our worship.  That everything we do in life would be an act of worship to him.  That’s what God’s entitled to.  He actually is entitled to that.  Does he get that?  No he doesn’t.  

So what does God do when he doesn’t get that to which he is entitled?  In Jesus of Nazareth he comes into our world and he tries to convince us of what he convinced Abraham of.  And that is:  “Listen people, `I have blessed you.  It’s a gift.  It’s all a gift.  I blessed you and I have blessed you with a purpose.  So that, what I have given to you would be used to be a blessing to other people.’”  

Now, when Jesus Christ came into this world to what was he entitled?  To what was he entitled?  Well, it doesn’t make much difference what he was entitled to, because he said, “For the Son of Man has come into this world not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  

So what entitlements did Jesus give up when he came into this world?  He gave up any entitlement he might have to health.  And so he endured sickness.  He endured the limitations of drinking dirty water and bad food--having no antibiotics.  He gave up his entitlement to health. He gave up his entitlement to safety.  He gave up his entitlement to comfort.  “The foxes have dens, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”  He set aside that to which he was entitled.  Jesus gave up his entitlement to stuff.  He owned nothing.  He had no security in material things because he set aside that entitlement.  He set aside any entitlement he had to fair treatment.  Never expected to be treated fairly, and he wasn’t treated fairly at all.  He set aside any expectation he had of great service or understanding.  You never see Jesus walking around whining, “You know, I came to save the world, and nobody understands me.  Nobody understands me!”  No what he thought was, “Well, I figure I’m not going to be understood--this world being what it is.”  He set aside any entitlement he had to freedom from annoyance.  Can you imagine coming from heaven to live on this world and seeing everything that would potentially be annoying to you?  He set aside any entitlement he had to moral latitude when he was baptized.  He said, “Go ahead baptize me John, because in doing so we will full all righteousness.  I will walk the narrow--the narrowest of the narrow road.  No moral latitude for me.”

“I won’t need tolerance, because I won’t mess up.”  Jesus gave up any entitlement he had to peace, because he was never surrounded by peace—he carried it with him inside.  That’s the peace he had.  Maybe he should have been entitled to loyalty, but he didn’t get it.  He didn’t get it.  When it came down to it, everyone betrayed him.  Everyone took off.  He could have whined.  He could have said, “I’m entitled to at least somebody to stick by me.”  But he set aside that entitlement.  He could have lived for himself unbothered, and had a great life, but he never did that.  He was willing to be bothered by anybody who was sick, possessed by a demon, hurting, a child, an older person—it didn’t make any difference.  He had time to spare.  He only lived 33 years, but he had time to spare. 

 He set aside his entitlement to be the boss.  There’s a television program now called, “Under Cover Boss,” where heads of big corporations go and work for their corporation to see what they can learn.  That’s what Jesus did—under cover boss.  He was the boss and never leaned on the entitlement he might have had to be the boss.  In being God he set that aside.  He set aside his entitlement to get better than he gave, and he determined to give better than he got—ever.  He always gave better than he got.  He always gave infinitely better than he got.

Why would God send Jesus of Nazareth to do that?  And when Jesus of Nazareth came, why would he act that way?  He acted that way because the sense of entitlement is sinful, corrupting nonsense.  It is to be shunned; it is to be fought against; it is to be killed and buried.  So Jesus came into this world to do that very thing on the cross on Calvary.  He put his own sense of entitlement to death, and then he went to the cross for you and for me.  In doing that he opened the door to fellowship with God.  He said, “Here, let’s all set aside our sense of entitlement, let’s all quit thinking that we hit a triple, and let’s all just realize we were born on third base.”  God has given life as a gift; that God continues to give life as a gift; that any talent we have has come from him; that he has saved us from eternal damnation as a gift; that he has given us the courage to live as a gift; and he gives us life day by day as a gift.  So let’s understand that we were born on third base.  And then, let’s keep our eyes open so we can get to home plate any opportunity that might come along.  

The feeling of entitlement makes people feel cheated.  It makes them feel miserable.  It’s a good thing to get out of your life, because as long as you feel entitled you’re going to be feeling cheated, you’re going to feel miserable, and you’re going to make everyone around you feel miserable.  This sense of entitlement—something to root out of our lives.  We have to live knowing that we are recipients of God’s grace.  He has blessed us.  And we are not only recipients of God’s grace, but we are his instruments in this world—to be gracious to other people.  You can’t do that if you keep nurturing a sense of entitlement.  Because God’s grace comes into our lives and it blesses us with a greatest blessing of gratitude.  That’s the foundation upon which we build our lives—our gratitude toward God.  “Thank you, Lord.  Thank you.”  That’s the foundation of our lives.  Our gratitude leads to thankfulness, and this thankfulness leads to a sense of joy in living, and the sense of joy becomes the strength of our lives.  God’s ability to give and to keep giving is our confidence in life.  And knowing that when we serve other people we will not lose, because God will give back to us whatever we give away to someone else—it enables us to serve.  We are blessed to be a blessing.  

None of us likes the person who was born on third base and goes through life thinking he hit a triple.  We all have to be aware of how easy it is for us to fall into that same trap.  So let’s get out of that trap.  Let’s live in God’s grace for his purposes.  It’s where we belong.  Amen.
