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“Jesus Saves Us When We Are Lost In Religious Curiosity”


The Third Sunday in Lent								March 7, 2010
Reverend Roger Klemz						          Berea Lutheran Church


Old Testament Lesson								          Ezekiel 33:7-20
Epistle Lesson									 I Corinthians 10:1-13
Gospel Lesson										    Luke 13:1-9


The tragedies mentioned in the Gospel are unknown except for this writing.  The question Jesus answers is this:  Were these people more sinful, more evil than others?  What great sin did they commit?  Maybe, why did God punish them in this way?  Look at the questions of Jesus:  “Do (you think that these Galileans (who were attacked and killed by Pilate’s soldiers during an act of worship) were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way?”  “Or these eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they are more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem?”  Think questions like this:  Is Haiti more evil than Cuba?  Or, is Chile more evil than California?  What about the people being slaughtered in Afghanistan and Iraq?  Are they more evil than those who are doing the bombing?  For each of the questions, the response of Jesus in the Gospel applies:  “I tell you, NO!”

That works for me.  I look, or think about the tragedies of the world, things that people are inclined to call “Acts of God,” wondering why God allows them to happen, is this punishment?  Jesus said, “I tell you—NO!”  I remember a statement, I think it came from Luther, “That which we do not understand should not concern us.”  We just get lost in that, like “blogging” on the internet—pooled in ignorance.  (I know that is a cynical point of view . . .)  When the people came to Jesus talking about one of those incomprehensible, brutal events in life; Jesus turned the whole thing around.  Don’t point at them, look at yourself . . .   “Unless you repent, you too will all perish.”  


That is simple and clear.  That is it.  We don’t have to wonder about how to be safe and maintain security.  Repent or perish.  Respond to God’s care or be uprooted.

Think about repentance.  Repentance is an act of faith, an act of trust.  Jesus makes it possible.  I like to think of it this way:  Did Peter have greater faith than you do because he could walk on water to go to Jesus?  The answer is, “No.”  Remember he also sank and was called a “little faith.”  I think of those steps, however many there may have been, when Peter walked on the water to go to Jesus, an astounding miracle moment.  Peter could walk on water to go to Jesus, because Jesus said, “Come.”  We are given the power to do what God asks us to do.  The power is in the invitation.  Jesus said, says, “Repent.”  More powerful than walking on water is Peter going alone in the darkness, weeping, because he had denied who Jesus was . . . Jesus makes it possible.  It is turning away from what we make of ourselves, what we sometimes would like to be, and turning toward God, and seeing God and knowing God.  We could not do that without the gift of faith, without the Spirit of the living God.

Repentance is a change in our thinking because we are born anew, born from above.  Repentance is not sorrow or sadness because of the results or consequences of bad actions and dumb decisions.  Repentance is the sad recognition of the fact that we are people who are spiritual idiots, who are wrapped up in doing things that point to the truth of what we are.  Repentance is not the fear of being caught and punished, it is the full realization that sin kills, removes us from God, and we perish and we are doing it to ourselves.  By ourselves there is no way out.  It is not that I upset my wife and better get her a box of candy or a dozen roses, or that I disappointed my child and better find a way to make it up, or that I got caught speeding and have to pay an expensive fine—it is this:  “Against Thee, Thee only have I sinned and done this evil in Thy sight. . .”  Do we get that?  David’s repentant confession does not say, “I misused you, Bathsheba; or I took advantage of my position and power and used the army to accomplish my ends; or I can’t get Uriah back, but I can make it up to his family; or I have been a bad king, I should probably give up the throne.”  No, it is Against Thee, Thee only have I sinned . . . and part of his repentant cry is “Create in me a clean heart and renew a right spirit within me . . .”  and he adds a promise, a resolution, “Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will be converted to you . . . O Lord, open my lips and my mouth shall show forth your praise . . .”

Immediately after Jesus’ repeated statement, “Unless you repent,” we are told the parable of the fig tree.  Trees bear fruit.  Lives are to be fruitful.  Lives not receiving, or accepting the power of forgiveness of sins are totally inadequate and demonstrate the inability to bear fruit.  In the case of the fig tree, the owner of the vineyard said, “Cut it down.”  The care taker said, “I will cultivate, I will fertilize . . . then let’s see.”

The care given is forgiveness care, it is growth care, repentance care, spiritual vision care . . . now we are able to see God, to know God, to hear the living power of His Word to us.  Now there is a change in life.  We can make changes that fit new life in Christ Jesus.  Paul declares, “We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good, which God has prepared for us to do.”

I like the picture that Pastor Sherren gave us some time ago about life being lived in a large building with many floors.  The top floor is to be with God.  The bottom floor is to be separated from God.  Top:  life.  Bottom:  death.  Sometimes I think this is what is so tough about life, about living faith—it is to do daily.  There are every day choices about life, and we are touched by every day curiosities, and questions hard to answer.  The answers are not always clear.  I am ready to ask, “Why me?  What now?”  That is also why when I think, “give us this day our daily bread,” I think Bread of Life, faith strength, hope strength.  The question for life is always this: “Is the choice I am making today taking me higher or lower?  When the day is done will the actions of my life have moved me to a higher place, or pulled me down to a lower floor?”  

Faith action, life action, repentance forgiveness action is the demonstration of moving closer to God, seeing Him better, understanding Him more . . . growing . . .  like a good tree, bearing fruit.  Even if we are touched by disaster, we don’t ask why . . . we say, “OK, here it is; how shall I deal with it . . . how shall I use this event to move closer to God, to learn more about my relationship with God.”

God says, “I have redeemed you, I have called you by name . . .”  That is powerful!  Life fits our calling.  Our actions are examples and demonstrations of who we are:  We come to encouragement and nourishment.  We forgive because we have been forgiven . . . and we work at forgetting the things God doesn’t remember. . .  We pray because we don’t do well alone, and the line is always open . . . no busy signal or hold button.  We support the church because we all need this place that is safe and secure . . . we show our faith and exercise our faith because we know that it is what keeps us strong.

Last Monday I was in Indiana for the funeral of my brother.  He had been diagnosed, less than two months ago, as having an aggressive form of cancer that attacked his lungs and brain.  This is a short quote from the funeral message:  “As soon as I heard the news of his diagnosis, I called him on the phone.  He told me he wasn’t going to receive any treatments.  When I said, `since our hope is in Christ, I am not going to question your decision in that regard,’ he said, `Well, you better not because the hope for eternal life is what you preach every week. . .’”

That is the power!  We turn to God not to unanswered questions.  We turn to hope, not to wishes and wants.  That hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his spirit into our hearts.  In that Spirit we are enabled to live, not in curiosity, but in certainty, not in unanswered questions, but with explanation marks.  Like:  “Jesus loves me, This I know—for the Bible tells me so!”

God be in our thinking; God be in our speaking;
God be in our believing; touch us with Your Spirit;
Guide us with Your Word.  Amen
