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“The Augsburg Confession:  Article One:  God”


The Holy Trinity									 May 31, 2010
Reverend Roger Klemz						          Berea Lutheran Church


Old Testament Lesson								 Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Epistle Lesson									       Acts 2:14a, 22-36
Gospel Lesson										   John 8:48-59


“O my God!”  I wonder how many times a day I hear that expression.  It is used as a statement of dismay, or surprise, or celebration . . . on hearing bit of bad news, on winning the lottery, or meeting an old friend . . . it is used on face book, twitter, texting by the three letters OMG and everyone knows what it means . . . and at the same time the people who use it don’t know what it means.  I wish I could stop them and ask, “Who is your god?”  Recently I spoke to an old friend, the first pastor with whom I served in the Southern District.  We talked about the question we regularly ask, or are asked, “How are you?”  His answer is, “I am blessed!”  If people ask, “What?” or “Why?” the answer can be given.  You can say, “OH!  My God.”  And if they ask who your God is, you can tell them.  Like, why are you in church today?  “Oh!  My God.”  This is why I regularly think of I Peter 3:15:  “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope you have.”  The reason?  Oh!  My God.  Be ready, seriously, and honestly, to tell your world what you know and believe about your God.

God.  I have underlined these words in the Augsburg Confession:  Our churches teach that the decree about the unity of the divine essence and the three persons is true.  God is one divine essence who is eternal, without a body, without parts, of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness.  Yet there are three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  These three persons are of the same essence and power.

Under the statement of condemning heresies (false teachings and understandings) six names or groups are mentioned.  In general, these usually deny that Jesus and the Spirit are God, or like God.  Some say there are two god-like powers; one good, the other evil.  Some say Jesus was a good man, and a teacher, but deny the power of his death and resurrection.  Some accept a God that is limited by their own understanding of what takes place in the world.

We disagree.  We do not accept limitations for our God.  We invite people to come and see, to learn about God on the basis of what is given to us in the Word from God.  Our God is not developed or discovered.  Our God is revealed to us.

One of the contemporary songs I have heard says, “Our God is an awesome God.”  The Athanasian Creed uses the words:  “uncreated . . . incomprehensible.”  I like that.  Uncreated, but still very real in my created life.  Incomprehensible, but still acceptable, believable, receivable in my mind and heart.  I know, I accept, I receive that God is the Triune God--one God, and at the same time three separate, whole, distinct persons.  The Father is not one third, or part of God.  He is God.  The Son is not the Father . . . the Second Person is not part of God, but is God . . . and so with the Holy Spirit.  But there are not three Gods . . . only One.  In saying that I have no ability to describe, or illustrate, or demonstrate, or measure the dimensions of God.  I do not understand everything I know.  That is OK.  I do know what I believe.  I am happy for Paul’s statement, “We live by faith, not by sight.”

Jesus was speaking of this unity to the disciples, “If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well.  From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”  Phillip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”  Jesus answered, “Don’t you know me, Phillip, even after I have been among you such a long time?  Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.”

We surrender, we give, our minds, our faith to God as he reveals himself, as he makes himself known to us in the Scripture, the Word he has chosen to give us.  The Confession states, “It is to be believed without any doubt.”  Without doubt is not always easy, but God offers us faith that is higher than doubt and greater than incomprehensible.

Now I am going to give you two words to think about:  1.  Pluralism.  2.  Polytheism.  Pluralism is the idea that there is more than one truth about God, and that one idea about the truth cannot erase the other—even when they disagree.  Polytheism is the idea that more than one god exists . . . and all are really gods.  It is like saying, if you believe it, it is true for you, but not for me . . . you have your faith, I have mine, you have your God, I have mine; let’s not argue about it  . . . we will agree to disagree, you go your way, I’ll go mine.  We live in a pluralistic world with many ideas about what is final truth; and a polytheistic world that has developed many gods, and serves many gods.

Our confession is that we make a total commitment to the God we have learned to know and confess on the basis of his revelation to us:  We confess God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  We believe his action toward us is love.  We receive his love, we respond to his love.

I think of Paul’s statement about the people of Israel, and that the things that happened to them become examples for our learning.  They were called to be committed to God.  I am going to read one of the traditional Old Testament Lessons for Trinity Sunday.  Deuteronomy 6:4-9:  Hear O, Israel:  The Lord our God is one Lord; and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.  These words which I command you this day shall be upon your heart; and you shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.  And you shall bind them as a sign upon your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.  And you shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

That is saying that the Lord God does not recognize other gods; and that his people are to confess and serve only One God . . . no others.  The people had come from Egypt where they had been confronted by Egyptian gods for centuries.  They wandered in the wilderness for 40 years where other people had gods they never knew.  Now they were going into the land God promised them, and they would discover the polytheistic society where there was a sun god, a moon god, a rain god, a god for crops, a god for love . . . and gods for whatever reason it seemed that people wanted a god.  The Lord said to them, “No more!  I look around the heavens and I see no other gods.  The gods of the nations are idols.”  Idols:  the work of men’s hands, men’s minds, men’s ideas.

Now learn this, people of God, people of God in every generation, every nation, every time, all the time:  There is no room in your hearts and life for anyone or anything that takes the place of God.  There is no time in life when it is more convenient to listen to someone or something contrary to God’s word for life.  There is absolutely no advantage at any moment of your life to eliminate your God, or to put him and his word to you aside until later.

There is no doubt in my mind that those of us who have come here all believe in the one true God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  We know that we have this God.  That is why we are here, both to acknowledge our faith, and to be strengthened and supported in the faith.  We know that we need support and encouragement, we need to be reminded that we have a living God who cares about us . . . all of us and each of us.

I am also sure that there are times that we develop and build our image of God on the basis of what we think about him, or what we want him to be, and how we want him to act.  There are times when we develop a kind of fatalism—the idea that whatever will be will be, that things are going to happen no matter what, that the events of our life are pretty well set in God’s scheme of things.  That brings us to a “what’s the use?” attitude about our relationship with God, about our prayers.  We can develop an apathy, and “it doesn’t make any difference” feeling about God’s word to us, or ours to him.  We just go through the motions.

In the Deuteronomy passage God tells us to do things that will keep reminding us that whatever we do, whatever we say, whatever we observe is to be measured by the fact that the Lord is our God.  The living, giving God says that the Word he brings us should be on our heart and in our minds.  Think about his Words, talk about his Words, have signs and symbols that remind us of the Word.  God asks us to be committed and involved.  One of the statements of the Confession is that God is of infinite power, wisdom and goodness.  He believes in us and our potential.  He believes in us enough to give us the gift of his grace in the forgiveness of sins.  There are other articles in the Confession that will touch the details of forgiveness.  For now I want to stress that forgiveness enables us to lay aside any of the ideas or concepts that separate us from God.  Forgiveness is never the freedom to do or think whatever we want.  It is the freedom to fight and win against anything contrary to our faith in God.  Forgiveness is the wonderful realization that “No” is a complete statement; and that “Yes, Lord” is a powerful possibility.  Forgiveness is the grace of God that enables us to receive his Word in love and power; and then to make the decisions to live in that love and power by taking His word and His ways to heart and soul and mind.  There is no time, no place, no part of life that is separate from the Lord our God who loves us and calls us to be His own.

I thank God for the faith.  I thank God that together we accept and believe the incomprehensible.  We are enabled to confess, to believe without doubt:  God is one divine, eternal essence, maker and preserver of all things; that we know this One God as the true God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  I thank God that we can pray, and know He answers even when we don’t necessarily feel it:  God be in our thinking, in our speaking, in our believing, touch us with the Spirit, guide us by your Word.

. . . and then, when people ask us, “What makes you tick?  Why are you what you are?”  We can say, with all faith and total conviction:  “OH!  MY GOD.”

Peace be with you . . . right in the middle of the battles of life.  Amen.
