

3

“Easter Now:  Eternal Life Now”


The Seventh Sunday of Easter						             May 24, 2009
Reverend Roger Klemz						          Berea Lutheran Church


First Lesson										   Acts 1:12-26
Epistle Lesson										  I John 5:9-15
Gospel Lesson									           John 17:11b-19


I John 5:11-13:  “God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  He, who has the Son has life.  I write these things to you who believe in the name of the son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.”

Jesus really meant it when he said to Martha, “Whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”  (John 11)  He told Philip and Andrew, “The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  Whoever serves me must follow me.”  (John 12)

You have eternal life now.  Your eternal life is not something you go through death to get, not something you pick up on the other side of the grave.  You have eternal life now.  That may be a surprise to your cancer cells, or your heart attack, and your creeping Alzheimer’s.  Still, it is true:  you have eternal life right now.

We all know our bodies in which we live here in time are not getting eternal life.  Paul compares these bodies to a temporary place.  He says, “If the earthly tent we live in is destroyed . . .” destroyed by disease, misuse, death and the grave . . . or totally changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye if we are still in time when Jesus comes again.

We all know that the bodies, the failing bodies we have now, are touched by sin and the consequences of sin.  The greater reality is that in Jesus, through his sacrifice, through his death and resurrection, we have forgiveness of sins . . . which means free from guilt, free from death, even though still touched by sin’s consequences.  The promise of life in the Son includes this word from Paul, that when these earthly tents are destroyed, we each will have a building from God, not made with hands, eternal in the heavens . . . .  Our life in the Son of God is a faith gift.  In that gift we have the astounding statement, “God has given us eternal life . . .  He who has the Son has life.”  There is support for this wonder in the prayer of Jesus in John 17 when he said of those who receive him and follow him, “They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.”  Paul says, “I have told you before . . . many live as enemies of the cross of Christ.  Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame.  Their mind is on earthly things.  But our citizenship is in heaven.  And we eagerly wait a Savior from there, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.”  So right now, in time, while we wait, we have eternal life.

Eternal life now.  We want to think about what that means for day to day living:  life in time.  We do have life in time.  This is part of the created order.  Eternity is outside of time.  We also have that life.  At this moment, today, and for as many days as we may still have, we live in a timed life where things have beginnings and endings.  Also, at this moment, we have within our beings an eternity that is not subject to time, clocks, calendars . . . it has no end.  It is like we have dual citizenship.  One we live here . . . one is given forever.

So what does time mean?  Jesus says, “Follow me.”  He says, “Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven.”  Nothing on earth or in time can devalue eternal treasures.  The book of Revelation says, of the saints who rest from their labors, “Their works do follow them.”  I think of the parable of the talents, in which the King says, “Well done, good and faithful servant, you have been faithful in a few things, I will put you in charge of many.  Enter the joy of your Lord.”

I thought of the Catechism.  In the creed we confess that Jesus has purchased and won us, redeemed us from sin and death for this purpose:  “that I may be his own and live under him in his kingdom and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness.”  The serving in everlasting righteousness is a right now action.  The good things we do, the righteousness in Jesus, moves with us through time, from time, to forever.

In Baptism, Luther wrote, “A new man daily comes forth and arises, who shall live before God in righteousness and purity forever.”  Right now the righteousness and purity forever is the daily reality of our good choices in life.

Luther’s morning and evening prayers include the words, “that the wicked foe may have no power over me.”  That is the daily expression of our eternal life in time, to claim the victories that Jesus has won for us.

We have the chances, both in ourselves and in others, to catch glimpses of the eternal, of the new heaven and the new earth, where righteousness is at home.  I like to think that in the moments and the days when we have done right and good, when we can go to bed with a satisfied heart and say, “Thank you, God, I did good, didn’t I?” that we have seen and can see a foretaste, a preview of what is to come.  We can express our faith and our hope and our certainty that nothing in all time, nothing in all creation can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  Each one of us is enabled to realize that no matter what happens, no matter how dark things look, no matter how painful moments or days might be, we can say, “I can be a positive force, whatever happens, because I know that the while events and disasters might separate me from time, nothing can separate me from my life in Jesus Christ.”

One of my favorite Bible sections about the expression of having our eternal life comes from II Corinthians 4:  “We do not lose heart.  Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.”  Day by day  . . . that is a time expression.  In this day by day time we cling to our faith, to our certainty that we have eternal life.  We have renewal.  That renewal comes from the Word of God that does not change, and from the encouragement and support of our fellowship.  Do you have doubts about any of this . . . about all of this?  I have doubts  . . . the horrific events of the world really trouble me at times  . . . I don’t find easy answers.  You know when I do not doubt?  When I am here—like right now!  I have never doubted the truth of what I have to preach . . . I never doubt the truth of what I hear from God’s word at the lectern.  I never doubt the truth of a message from God through Pastor Sherren.  This moment in time is part of the day by day renewal, a touch of eternity, and we do not lose heart.  Paul goes on, “For our light and momentary troubles . . .   Think of that description of woes and worries of life in time . . . light momentary troubles.  There are days when they seem anything but light, and they hang on and go on . . . I have said to some people, “One day at a time . . .”  One burdened said to me, with tears in her eyes, “Some times it is one minute at a time . . .”  Yet, right in the middle of the agonies, we can still cling to our eternal life.  Paul said, “Our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us (prepare for us) an eternal weight of glory that far outweighs them all (beyond all comparison).”  The best is yet to come, because God gives us victory in our Lord, Jesus Christ.  We do not lose our eternal life, we do not lose heart, “So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen.  For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”

We are enabled by the power of God’s Word and the Spirit in our lives to go about this life in time with the recognition of the eternal value of living as a Christian day by day.  We are enabled to do it with courage.

We are enabled to be brave enough to ask for help when we don’t find the courage we need.  Don’t be afraid to ask . . . and your prayer doesn’t always need to be “Lord, help me . . .” it can be, “Lord, show me who it ask for help.”

We are enabled to become magnets to draw other to Jesus . . . to invite them to come and see.  I love the story of Philip to whom Jesus said, “Follow me.”  Philip went to Nathanael.  He told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the law, and whom the prophets wrote about, Jesus of Nazareth the son of Joseph.”  Nathanael said, “Nazareth?  Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”  What is wonderful is this . . . Philip did not get into an argument or a discussion . . . He just said, “Come and see.”

I like that picture of the expression of our eternal life.  It is a “come and see” life.  That is being ready to say to anyone who knows us, to everyone who watches us:  “Come and see what it means to be in Christ.  Watch how Christian people approach citizenship in time.  Come and see how we deal with tragedies.  Come and see how we build our marriages and our homes.  Come and see how God renews the inner nature of his own day by day.  Come and see how we face temptations and win.  Come and see how when as the Children of God we fail and fall.  We really depend on the forgiveness of sins . . . that we can get up again, and that having been forgiven, we have learned to be forgiving.”

These examples are something of what it means to have eternal life now.  We do the best we can to use all the gifts and the Spirit power that God gives to be the best demonstrations we can be of living day by day—every day.  The day doesn’t matter:  dark days, sad days, tearful days as well as the celebration, success, joy and laughter days.  Come and see—we have life, and we live life in this world; and we realize we have eternal life now.  We can demonstrate it in our faith, in our hope, in our endurance.

It is common to call the days I am living now the twilight of life.  My life time days are nine years longer than my father had . . . and I am not far behind my mother.  No doubt there are more days in my history than in my future.  More and more I say to myself, and to you, “No matter what the number of days and years:  Recognize each day as a gift.  Take the gift and unwrap the surprise.”  You may not like every surprise, but some of them may be unexpected wonders and delights.  Every day in time unwrap the gift with this thought:  What can I bring to this moment in time?  What can I say or do or pray that will demonstrate and emphasize that all of this is a moment in time in which I can express my eternal life now—to show that I really am in Jesus Christ, the One who is forever the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  

The TRUTH is, I am on the WAY, and this is LIFE!  In the name of Jesus, be alive—now!  Amen.



