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“Catechism Review:  The First Article of the Apostles’ Creed”


The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost					        October 18, 2009
Reverend Randolph Sherren						          Berea Lutheran Church


Old Testament Lesson								         Psalm 104: 1-35
Epistle Lesson									         Romans 1:18-23
Gospel Lesson									        Matthew 6:25-34

As we continue our review of the Catechism, today we begin looking at the Apostles’ Creed, and we look at the First Article of the Apostle’s Creed:  “I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.”

I want to begin with a little historical introduction of the Apostles’ Creed.  The Apostles’ Creed was not written by the Apostles.  That’s not where its name comes from.  It is called the Apostles’ Creed because it is a brief summary of what the Apostles taught.  No one knows who wrote it.  It was just used by the church, all over the church, in the early centuries, and it was just there.  It became approved by the church because it was used all over, and it served a function.  As people studied it they said, “Well, yes, the way this has developed, this serves a great purpose in the church.”  It was widely used as a baptismal creed when the unity of the Christian church was threatened.  And the unity of the Christian church was threatened in the early centuries the way it’s threatened today.  Today we hear quite often when people say, “Oh, I don’t believe in any religion, but I’m a spiritual person.”  I have no idea what that means.  If any of you have any idea what that means, come tell me, because then I would know.  But there seems to be a desire in human beings to avoid any type of religion where they have to give of themselves, where they have to be part of a group, where they have to think clearly, where they have to act consistently, and so people like to say, “Oh, I’m not part of any religion, but please don’t bother me because I am deeply spiritual.”  Well, how do you distinguish this vague spirituality from what is actually Christianity?  That’s how the Apostles’ Creed was developed—to give a succinct statement of what Christianity is.  

Then there were other attacks on the Christian faith, when people were very specific about what they taught, but what they taught was contrary to Scripture.  So the Apostles’ Creed was an attempt not to give you five hundred things you have to believe to be a Christian, but to state:  This is the essence of the Christian faith.  We speak of God as Creator; we speak of God as Redeemer through Jesus Christ; and we speak of the power of the Holy Spirit alive in his world today.  That’s the way it was used, and that’s the way it is still used today.  From the very beginning of the church, instruction in the Christian faith has been based on the outline of the Apostles’ Creed.

Today we come to the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed--that article that speaks about God the Father, the Creator of heaven and earth.  It starts with the words “I believe.”  I want to state to you what that means.  The word “believe” has kind of been ruined in the English language.  If I had my way, I would rewrite this in every book in which it appears, and I would take out the word “believe” and put in “I have confidence in.”  Because when we say, “I believe” we are not saying, “Here’s a number of things I think are true.”  We are saying, “This is who it is in whom I have my confidence.  My life has to be placed into the hands of somebody, some thing.  This is where I place my life.  This is where I place my confidence.”  So the word “believe” deals with trust, it deals with confidence.  It is not an intellectual statement, as though you have to believe these five hundred things before you can be a Christian.  When I was in the seminary I taught Catechism instruction to severely retarded young men.  There’s no way they were going to grasp intellectual ideas about the Christian faith.  But they knew in whom their confidence was placed.  They knew the God in whom they trusted.  And that’s what this is about:  “I place my confidence in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.”

Then we come to the phrase, “God, the Father Almighty.”  From the very beginning of time, human beings have struggled with this question:  “If God is so great that he created everything that exists, than how is it possible for him to be involved in my life?  God is either so big that he can do this all, or he is small enough to be concerned about me.”  This is what Psalm 8 talks about in the Old Testament.  It’s mentioned in the Bible any number of times.  Most primitive religions answer that question this way:  They say, “There is one high God who has made everything, but he is so remote we can’t relate to him.  So we relate to all the smaller gods—the gods of the rivers, the gods of the mountains, the gods of our country—we relate to the smaller gods.”  That’s the way human beings have answered that question from the beginning of time.  

The Biblical faith doesn’t answer the question that way.  The Biblical faith says, “I have my confidence in God, the Almighty.  And that means that he is so far beyond my comprehension that I don’t even begin to try to understand this God.  This is my admission that I cannot figure him out, that I never will figure him out, that he is Almighty.”  In Junior Catechism I ask the students three questions in a row. 
Question number one:  Can God build a rock so big that even he couldn’t lift it?  And the answer has to be:  Yes, because God is Almighty.  And if God can do anything, then he can build a rock so big that he can’t lift it.  
Question number two:  After God has built the rock that is so big that even he can’t lift it, could he then lift it?  And the answer has to be:  Yes, because God is Almighty and can do anything.
Question number three:  What do we learn from this?  From this we learn that God cannot be contained in our minds or in our language.  We must, therefore humble ourselves before him as being beyond our comprehension.  He is beyond our ability to understand, he is even beyond our ability to speak about very specifically.  He is Almighty.  

So my confidence is in God Almighty.  But it is God the Father, Almighty.  When you say, “God the Father, Almighty” you are saying that God is personal.  Which means God says, “I.”  I’ve never seen a Star Wars movie--doesn’t interest me--but what I understand is that in Star Wars they talk about, “May the force be with you.”  They talk about an impersonal force in the Universe.  The Apostles’ Creed says, “No.  God Almighty is the Father Almighty, and he is personal.”  He says, “I.”  We can speak to him as “You.”  He is the creating source of all that there is, and he is intimately involved in all that he has created.  To express this, the Bible says, “It is the work of his fingers.”  In the Psalm we just read earlier it talks about God spreading a tent, about building beams over things.  It is trying to say that God is not only Almighty, but he is the Father, and he is building this thing all the time.  Once he has built it, he remains interested in it.  He remains connected with it.  He is like the good father who is the support of his family, who is involved in his family, who protects his family, who supplies for his family, who loves his family, who is ready to defend his family against the evil of this world, and will hold his infants in his arms.  He is the Father, Almighty.  He is supportive, and he is caring.  We don’t worry about the fact that he is both Almighty and Father.  We say, “Isn’t that great?  My confidence is in this God, who is the Father, Almighty.”

“And he is the Maker of heaven and earth.”  By being Maker of heaven and earth, we are saying that what exists is something different from God.  God is here, and what he has made is over here.  We are not pantheists.  We don’t believe that God is part of everything.  We believe that God is here and he made all of this.  He is the Maker of heaven and earth.  He’s not part of heaven and earth; he is the Maker of heaven and earth.  He is above it; he is separate from it.  And by heaven we mean basically, “Invisible.”  “My confidence is in God, the Father Almighty, because he has made everything that is invisible to me.  Everything that is remote from me.  Everything that is unperceivable to me.  Everything that is eternal.  I can’t see it, I don’t even know it’s there, but I know that he made it all—heaven.  He also made the earth.  When we say, “My confidence is in God, the Father Almighty, the Maker of heaven and earth,” we are saying, “and God made everything that is visible.  He made the dirt.  He made the plants.  He made my body.  He made the oceans.  He made the mountains.  He made the air.  He made the clouds.  Everything that is visible to me.  Everything that is close to me.  Everything that is perceivable by me.  Everything that is limited by time and space is made by God also.”  These are things that people have argued for centuries.  The Apostles’ Creed, in these few words, says, “This is the God in whom I have my confidence.  And my confidence is that he is the original cause of all that exists.  There was nothing here, and then God put it all here.  And that’s my confidence.”

The Bible states clearly “That” God is the original creator of everything there is.  The bible doesn’t say, “How” God is the original creator of everything that exists.  It is a terrible waste of time when people argue with each other and beat each other over the head about “how” the world came to be.  Scientists speak in arrogance when they say they know, and a lot of Christian fundamentalists speak in arrogance when they say they know.  How God brought this world into being is pretty much a mystery and it is pretty much beyond every one.  It is good for us to humble ourselves and say, “I don’t know `how’ he did it, but my confidence in my life is `that’ he did it!  And because he did it, it is my confidence that it has purpose.  I’m not going to run around in my life saying that life is pointless, that it makes no sense.  Because my confidence is that God, the Father Almighty, made it and continues to make it, and it has a purpose.  Maybe I can’t see it at this moment, but I am going to live my life joyfully and confidently because I believe--it is my confidence--that everything that God has made has a purpose, especially me.  And I believe--it is my confidence--that God is personally involved in the ongoing process.  He has not left it; he is still involved.  Now, he’s not involved the way a puppet-master is.  Not everything that happens is something that God does, he isn’t controlling it all, it’s not all predetermined, but God is involved.  And when I walk outside and I see a tree growing, that tree is growing because God gives it the power to grow.  When I see the clouds going by, that is testimony that God is involved in weather, the climate, that God is breathing life into his creation.”  The Apostles’ Creed is not about science.  I wish people would quit making it about science, because it isn’t.  It is about relationship.  The Apostles’ Creed is about relationship:  “As I go through this life, my confidence is that I live my life in close personal relationship with God, the Father Almighty, who has created and continues to create everything that exists.”

You’ve got to love Martin Luther.  Way back in the 1500’s he’s trying to explain this to people so they can get more out of it, and this is what he comes up with.  What does this mean?  He says, “First of all it means that my life comes from God and so does yours--yesterday, today and tomorrow.”  And here’s the way he says it:  “It is my confidence that God has made me and all creatures, that he has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and he still takes care of them.”  

Then Luther goes on to say, “And he is still seeing to my needs as the Father, Almighty.  He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have.  He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life.”  Luther goes on to say, “He is my defense.  He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil.”  Sometimes people forget that Martin Luther had a price on his head.  People today like to watch movies like, “The Bourn Identity” where everybody is out to get a guy, and he just barely escapes all the powers out to get him.  That was Martin Luther’s life.  The CIA of his day was after him.  His life was threatened daily, and this is what he wrote, “The Father Almighty defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil.”  

And then Luther says, “He does it because of who he is.  And I respond to him because of who he is.  All this he does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or any worthiness in me.  For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey him.  This is most certainly true.”  

That is a foundation for a great life.  My heart almost breaks when I think about the people living their lives out there who have nothing to count on.  They have no direction in their life.  They have no foundation for their life.  They think life is stupid; they think life is pointless.  They think they are alone in the Universe.  They think their life amounts to a little bit more than griping and complaining.  What a blessing it is for us, what a blessing it is for us to say, “Well, that might be your problem, but my joy is I have confidence in God, the Father Almighty.  He is the maker of heaven and earth.”  Amen
