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“Catechism Review:  The Lord’s Prayer—Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread”


The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost					          September 6, 2009
Reverend Roger Klemz						               Berea Lutheran Church


Old Testament Lesson								         Deuteronomy 8:1-6
Epistle Lesson										     James 2:10-18
Gospel Lesson										      Mark 8:14-21


Luther’s Large Catechism:  “Here we consider the poor breadbasket—the needs of our body and our life on earth.  This petition includes everything that belongs to our entire life in this world; only for its sake do we need daily bread.”

Mark’s Gospel.  It was after Jesus fed four thousand with seven loaves.  The disciples were with Jesus after having crossed the Sea of Galilee.  They had only one loaf of bread, and were discussing it.  Jesus said, “Why are you talking about having no bread?  Do you still not see or understand?”  Then he asked them about the abundance left over in the feeding of both the four and five thousand.  Maybe the point is this:  God gives.  God gives in abundance.  In two miracles involving 12 loaves, and feeding 9 thousand men, plus women and children, the disciples had picked up 19 baskets full of leftovers.  Jesus asked, “Do you still not understand?”

I don’t understand everything I know.  I know that god gives--more than enough.  I think of the amazing abundance in one small lake in Buffalo.  In June my grandson, my son-in-law and I, standing on the shore of the lake caught 49 pan fish we kept—more than enough to feed three families.  One winter I watched the commercial fishermen fill a semi trailer with the carp they netted under the ice.  They told me not to worry because they were only taking the big ones.  When I asked, “Where?” they said, “McDonalds,” but then explained that there is a large market for carp on the east coast.  God provides.  So how much does a carp cost?  Nothing!  Then why do we pay for a McFish Sandwich?  We pay for the processing, for the labor that makes it edible.

Last month we bought sweet corn at the local outdoor market for $1.00 a dozen.  That went on for a week.  God provides!  More than enough.  I understand that.  What I do not understand is the horror of people going hungry in the world, because of the greed, the power struggles, the arrogance and the religious and ethnic battles and wars that never seem to end.  People go hungry in the world.  Not because God does not provide, but because human beings mess up the distribution.

My first thought, then, about daily bread is that every time we speak the prayer or any of our table prayers, we need to include a hungry world—and then do what we can, perhaps in the support of local food shelves and programs like that.  God gives; we share.

The next thought is Luther’s:  That we receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.  I looked up “Thank God for Dirty Dishes” on the internet.  Yahoo said there were two million sites.  I hope they all have understood.  The author is unknown, the verse is not:



		“Thank God for dirty dishes;
		They have a tale to tell.
		While others may go hungry,
		We’re eating very well.
		With home, health and happiness,
		I shouldn’t want to fuss;
		By the stack of evidence,
		God’s been very good to us.”

In a book of Children’s Messages by Eldon Weisheit wrote one I’ve always remembered about the boy who found a dollar bill on the sidewalk.  He rushed home with it and learned that he had just received a card from his grandmother.  The card contained a dollar bill.  The question is this:  which bill was worth more, which was better?  Both were 100 pennies.  Both came as a surprise.  Nothing was done for either.  The difference?  The one that came from Grandma is the better one, because the boy had someone to thank.  Someone to thank--priceless!

Do you still not understand?  I love the question in the Bible.  They are priceless opportunities to listen to the answers and grow in faith and understanding.  Nathanael to Philip, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”  Philip said, “Come and see.”  Thomas to Jesus, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going; how can we know the way?”  Jesus to the world of those who ask, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life; no one comes to the Father but by me.”

Jesus stopped at Jacob’s Well outside of the town of Sychar.  The disciples went to town for daily bread.  Jesus talked to a woman about water and life.  The disciples came back and were surprised to find Jesus talking to a woman—a woman of the wrong ethnic background.  John noted a question not asked:  “But no one asked, `why are you talking to her?’”  They offered Jesus lunch.  Jesus said, “I have food to eat you know nothing about.”  The disciples had a question:  “Could someone have brought him food?”  (Of course the only `some one’ around was that woman!)  Here is the answer to the question:  Jesus said, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish the work he has given.”

“Give us this day our daily bread.”

“Do you still not understand?”

“My food is to do the will of the giving, forgiving, Father God.”

John, chapter 6.  A great crowd of people came to Jesus.  Jesus had a question:  “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?”  Philip’s answer:  “Eight months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!”  Andrew’s answer, with a question:  “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish . . . but how far will they go among so many?”  Jesus answered:  “Have the people sit down.”  The assumed number is 5,000.  All got as much as they wanted.  There were 12 baskets of leftovers.  There was an abundant supply--an oversupply.  That is what God does with daily bread, daily care, daily love, daily giving, and daily opportunities:  over abundance.

Later Jesus explained:  “Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you.”  People asked a question:  “What must we do to do the works God requires?”  Good question!  Right?  So, what is the answer?  Feed the hungry, give thanks for daily bread, fight pollution, take care of God’s green earth, support good government, be disciplined, be a good neighbor, rear decent children.  All of these are wonderful things that Luther includes in the prayer for daily bread—all of them good.  So what is the answer?  Jesus answered the question:  “The work of God is this:  to believe in the One he has sent.”  Everything else falls into line.  Like, “Seek the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all of these things will be yours as well . . .”

The questions aren’t done.  The people asked, “What sign will you give so that we can see and believe?  What will you do?  Our forefathers ate manna in the wilderness, `He gave them bread from heaven.’  What will you do?”

Jesus expanded the whole idea of bread from heaven . . . the daily bread we need to live.  “The bread from God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world . . . I am the bread of life.”

Do you understand?  Jesus has moved from barley bread and fish sticks and satisfied appetites to bread of life and the gift of faith and forever full.  Hear some of the statements that fill the abundance of the overflowing baskets of daily bread:  “I am the living bread that came down from heaven.  If anyone eats this bread, he will live forever . . . Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.  For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink . . . The words I have spoken to you are Spirit, and they are life.”

Two more questions.  On hearing what Jesus said, many of those who were following him said, “This is hard!  Who can accept it?”  {The answer—not given in John’s Gospel—is:  Thos who really understand that the prayer `give us this day our daily bread’ includes the complete word of God in Christ Jesus . . . even when it touches sensitive spots and sore spots in our thinking of daily life and faith life . . .}  The answer people gave is not in words, but in actions, a sad answer:  “From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.”

Final question, maybe even final exam question . . . it comes from Jesus.  He turned to his disciples and asked, “Do you also want to leave?”  Like:  Do you want whole wheat, or English muffin, or IHOP stuffed fritters . . . or Perkins Everything Omelet?  Or do you want the bread of life?  Or do you also want to leave?  Peter gives the answer for us all . . . for everyone who understands that all the questions are not easily answered, that we are not all served the same plate, that in his amazing love God does not treat all his children exactly alike, that rich or poor, that full or empty, we have been empowered to face all conditions—no matter what.  Peter’s answer, your answer, my answer, the answer of every learning disciple—it is a daily bread answer, a faith answer, a life answer, a forever answer:  Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”  Bold face, underline:  believe and know.  Faith and knowledge are daily bread, eternal life gifts.

Give us this day our daily bread.  Keep us alive in faith no matter what is placed on the table.  Keep us enduring day by day, day after day, every new day . . . As we pray give us this day our daily bread grant us realization that the best of food is to do Your will in every aspect of life . . . give us vision to see the open doors . . . even courage to open those that are closed . . . and the wisdom to know which should remain locked.  When we say, “Daily bread,” touch our spirits with the fact that Jesus is the Bread of Life.

OK them.  Eat, drink and be merry.  We have been fed with and by the Bread of Life.  We are and we will be alive.

There is one last question and answer.  It is the question we often ask of others, and are often asked by others.  Something like, “How are you today?  How are things going?  How are you doing?”  I asked that question one day in a retirement home.  The old gentleman, to whom the question was directed, turned, looked at me for a moment and said, “Well, I have taken nourishment.”  Then, with a smile, and with faith, he turned and moved on to face the rest of life’s day.

We have taken, and we shall take nourishment.  Amen
